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The Bilge Pump 

Vol. 14, No. 08  August, 2026 
The Irregular Publication of the Crew of the  

Barque Lone Star 
founded November, 1970 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: September 06, 2026 Meeting 
NOTICE 

 
We will be conducting our next monthly meeting virtually on September 06 at 1:00 pm central. 
I will send out the link for the meeting the week before the meeting. The story for the month 
is “The Adventure of the Copper Beeches”. 
 
Bob Katz, BSI, ASH, will lead the discussion on the story. 
 
Our special guest speaker will be our own Denis Keiser, who will discuss weapons in the Canon. 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 

• “Summary of the August 2026 Meeting,”  
• “On the Forms of Address”, by Shana Carter, BSI 
• “In Praise of the Pastiche”, by David Marcum 
• Canonical Couplets by Fannie Gross 
• A Comprehensive Look at “The Adventure of the Noble Bachelor” 
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For more information concerning our society, visit: http://www.dfw-sherlock.org/ 
You can follow us on Twitter at: @barquelonestar 

You can friend us on Facebook at: http://www.facebook.com/BarqueLoneStar 
 

Who dunnit: 
 
 

Third Mate  
Helmsman 
Spiritual Advisors 
 
Secretary 
Historian 
Webmaster 

Steve Mason, BSI 
Walter Pieper 

Don Hobbs, BSI 
Dr. Jim Webb, BSI 
Cindy Brown, BSI 

Pam Mason 
Rusty Mason, BSI 

mason.steve8080@gmail.com 
waltpieper@att.net 

221b@verizon.net 
jimrwebb@ix.netcom.com 

 
 

myrkrid08@yahoo.com 

    

 

 
Our Website: 
www.dfw-sherlock.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BarqueLoneStar/ 
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AUGUST 02 SUMMARY  

There were 66 people in attendance 

We started today’s meeting with a toast to the Parallel 
Case of St. Louis, given by Steve Mason, BSI. This toast 
was in honor of their recent successful conference, 
Haunted Homes in the Heartland. Liane Luini then did a 
deep dive of the evidence box from the story The 
Adventure of the Beryl Coronet. The box contained many 
valuables all initially started by Paul Churchill, BSI. An 
exact replica of the Beryl Coronet was inside, as well as 
keys to the bureau where it was stored. There were 
examples of £1000 notes and a cancelled check written to 
Sherlock Holmes. There was also a note from the niece 
Mary. There was one of Burnwell’s shoes, and the life 
preserver which Burnwell threatened Sherlock Holmes.  

Bob Katz, BSI then led the discussion on the story. He 
began by asking the question, who is the real villain in this 
story.  Many agreed that it was Sir George Burnwell. He 
then asked ask us to name other villains in the Canon 
whose name was preceded by a title such as Doctor or Sir. 
And we discussed other villainous doctors in the Canon. 
There was some speculation as to how Arthur Conan 
Doyle felt about royalty in his day and time. They were 
compared to the money changers in the Temple. 

We then went on to announcements for the month. 
Beginning with Crew of the Barque Lone Star which is 
about to publish their next book. It will be a two-volume 
set one written by children or young adults, and the 
second written for children or young adults. 

Watson’s Tin Box will be holding their meeting on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month this will be a Zoom meeting. And 
they are currently accepting submissions to Irene’s 
Cabinet. 

Loretta Beard in Houston noted that there is a Sherlock 
Holmes play starting October 16th and running through the 

25th. It will be Homes and Watson, and it is a new play. It 
will be at the Standing Ovation Theater. 

The Afghanistan Perceivers of Tulsa OK, have done a 
enactment of their yearly event which is a toast to the 
battle of Maiwand. 

Madeleine Quinones, BSI noted that the John H. Watson 
Society’s next meeting will be August 23rd. It will be at 2:00 
PM Eastern Standard Time. The annual treasure hunt is 
also coming up soon. 

The Starrett Conference “Where It’s Always 1895” will be 
held in Chicago from October 23 to the 25th. 

Sandy Kozinn then honored us with a limerick entitled 
From the Safe.  

Rich Krisciunas, BSI  led us down the rabbit hole of 
Sherlockian Law 101. 

Kyndall Potts was our featured presenter for the month 
and she talked about the Criterion Bar, a London legend 
1873 to the present. 

Brad Keefauver, BSI then honored us with the Canonical 
Top 10 which was inspired by the Beryl Coronet. It was 10 
things you can clap in the cannon. It went from a pistol, to 
eyes, to hats, to hand on pocket, and hand on forehead.  

We then had a reading by Shana Carter, BSI from the 
Baker Street Journal. She read from volume nine, number 
4, 1959 Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Rich Krisciunas then closed the meeting with a closing 
toast to the Crew of the Barque Lone Star. 

Thanks to Cindy Brown, BSi for taking the minutes 
as always.
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A. C. D. — l859—l930 
Shana Carter, BSI 

The Baker Street Journal, (Editor: Edgar W. Smith) 
Vol. 9, Num 4 – 1959 
 
Last May the world paid tribute to the memory of a 
great man on the occasion of the hundredth 
anniversary of his birth. That man, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, was a parfit, gentil knight who jousted bravely in. 
hopeless causes which were not always lost; a bold 
essayer of the impossible and the incredible; an eager, 
questing soul whose achievements in a fantastically 
varied field of endeavor won him the love and 
admiration of all who knew him, and those as well to 
whom be was no more than a name and a reputation.  
 
He was an innovator and an inventor; a crusader for 
bright and often quixotic ideals; a spinner of yarns—
for—their—own—sake and a superlative historical 
novelist; a pioneer in the field of science—fiction and a 
versifier who was almost a poet; a champion of virtue 
and justice so righteous—minded that smugness lay just 
around the corner, and (since art in the blood is liable to 
take the strangest forms), a dedicated spiritualist and 
an undedicated ophthalmologist. He was a giant of a 
man in every dimension and in, every way. 
 
We Irregulars think first of all of Dr. Doyle as the 
entrepreneur who gave the light of day to the tales that 
Dr. Watson wrote about Sherlock Holmes. We think of 
him next as an author In his own right, the wielder of a 
trenchant pen who created a world of fantasy verging 
upon fact, peopled by characters who have come alive. 
At the top of the list of his heroes stand Brigadier 
Etienne Gerard and Professor George Edward 
Challenger; and close behind them are such stalwarts as 

Rodney Stone and Samkin Aylward, Sir Nigel Loring and 
Micah Clarke, Captain Sharkey and the Croxley Master. 
A goodly company all: and there are few  other authors 
who come to mind — one can think of only William 
Shakespeare and Charles Dickens — who invented men 
and women and breathed the breath of life into them in 
quantities and qualities to stand comparison. 
 
We may be sure that Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson 
read all the tales Sir Arthur wrote, and looked with 
interest on all the other things he did — his dogged 
defense of Edalji and Oscar Slater; his rationalizing of 
Britain’s deeds in South Africa; his introduction of skiing 
into Switzerland; his advocacy, so many years before 
the time, of helmets for soldiers end of amateur 
assistance for Scotland Yard. 
 
No wonder Watson turned to him for help! It was his 
great good fortune, and Sherlock Holmes’s, too, that 
such a man as Dr. Doyle should have stood beside the 
mênage in Baker Street as he did, and that he should 
have lent the glamor of his name, and the discernment 
of his editorial pen, to the glory of the fabled scene. 
 
The world was full of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle last May. 
It seems more fitting, somehow, that we should pay him 
now the very special tribute that we feel, when the 
tumult and the shouting have quieted a bit, so that our 
own Irregular voices may be heard more clearly in his 
praise. 

 
 

To subscribe to the Baker Street Journal, go to https://bakerstreetirregulars.com/the-
baker-street-journal/ 

 

  

https://bakerstreetirregulars.com/the-baker-street-journal/
https://bakerstreetirregulars.com/the-baker-street-journal/
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IN PRAISE OF THE PASTICHE 
David Marcum 

One might think that my support of traditional Canonical pastiches is purely black and white: If the story is set in the 
correct era, with Holmes and Watson presented as the correct Holmes and Watson, as one would find them in The 
Strand, then I’m all for it.  

And while this is mostly true, I will concede that there are varying levels of quality among the 11,000 or so 
traditional Canonical adventures. Some are brilliant, while some are simply workmanlike. Some get everything right, 
while others – with their hearts in the right place – don’t quite make it. Lest you think that I provide total unqualified 
enthusiasm for the stories of which I approve, this month I’ll discuss a story that has a lot going for it – and at the same 
time, it could have used a stronger editor with deeper Sherlockian knowledge to smooth away the gaffs and goofs and 
other mistakes that make me cringe in the nighttime. 

I give you Sherlock Holmes: Secrets of the Dead by Jack Beddows. 
Here’s a bit of background. This book was published by Airship 27, a print-on-demand organization that specializes 

in novels and short story collections featuring original characters in the mold of the pulp heroes of the 1930’s – like Doc 
Savage and The Shadow. Airship 27’s heroes include the likes of The Crimson Howl, Radio Rita, and Jezebel Johnson. 
There’s The Persona and Neroy (yes, Neroy) Sphinx. Doc Atlas and the famed figure of A Thousand and One Nights, 
Sinbad. Looking for the adventures of G-Man and Secret Agent “X” – Airship 27 is the place. And The Phantom Detective 
and Moon Man and Lance Star, Sky Ranger. Or Falco & Company and Count Rochefort and The Sheriff of Hell.  

And for you fans of the Literary Agent, there are a number of Airship 27 books about Professor Challenger. (Based 
on how the trademarked Challenger situation was once explained to me by Charles Prepolec, I’m uncertain as to 
whether these are correctly licensed, so grab them while you can.) 

And slipping in there, amongst all the others, are a couple-dozen Sherlock Holmes volumes. 
In 2009, Airship 27 began publishing – on an irregular basis – a series called Sherlock Holmes: Consulting Detective. 

These were nice digests of new Holmes stories, with four or five tales usually appearing in each volume. These usually 
had many of the same stable of authors, including MX anthology contributors Andrew Salmon and late Greg Hatcher, 
and especially Ian Watson – writing as “I.A. Watson” – who is without doubt one of the best pasticheurs. (I’ll likely write 
about him in the future.) The books also have colorful covers with mostly traditional Holmes and Watson images – 
although a few are too-influenced by actors whose attempts to play Holmes were failures. The books also have a 
number of consistent black-and-white internal illustrations, although Watson usually has a white-haired Nigel Bruce-ish 
look, while Holmes, with wavy black hair and chiseled features, looks more like a cliché movie hero or Mr. Darcy than 
the correct Paget portrayal. (There’s also something Frank Giacoia-ish about their portrayal.) 

Between 2009 and 2025, Airship 27 published 20 volumes of Sherlock Holmes: Consulting Detective. (So far, there 
has been nothing new announced for 2026.) And along the way, they also began to produce a few separate short story 
collections – like a couple of volumes with Ian Watson’s stories – and some stand-alone novels . . . including the 
aforementioned Secrets of the Dead.  

This book was written and published by Jack Beddows in 2015. The provided author information  about Mr. 
Beddows doesn’t reveal much, and gives no indication of anything Holmesian that he’d previously written. (He didn’t 
contribute any of the stories to the twenty Consulting Detective volumes.) There are several other non-Holmes books by 
a Jack Beddows on Amazon. Maybe it’s him. 

Secrets of the Dead, originally 150 pages (including full-page illustrations) is now out of print, although used copies 
can be found. If you’re an audio fan, a nearly seven-hour audio version from RadioArchives.com is still available online – 
if that’s your thing. 

As a Holmes story, this one displays reasonably good knowledge of Holmesian London. We visit lots of places – the 
Diogenes Club and King’s College. An illicit rat-baiting site near Cambridge Circus. Hatton Garden and the British Library 
Reading Room and the Necropolis at Brookwood. This is a version of how Holmes starts to realize the identity of his 
Greatest Nemesis, known mysteriously in this story as “The Spider”. There are kidnappings and unexpected deaths and 
surprises – and even some revelations about Holmes’s past, which correctly use information originally revealed to us by 
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William S. Baring-Gould: Specifically, that Holmes’s father and mother were named Siger and Violet. Clearly, Mr. 
Beddows did some of his research in the right places. 

But . . . . 
As mentioned, this is one of those adventures that I don’t completely recommend, for several reasons. Mr. 

Beddows makes several basic mistakes that should have been caught by a stronger or more-knowledgeable editor. For 
instance, on numerous occasions, Watson takes a break from calling Holmes “Holmes” (as he Canonically should) and 
instead incorrectly and jarringly calls him “Sherlock”. And once Holmes signs a note to Watson as from “Sherlock”. 
Holmes introduces Watson as his “assistant”, which is absolutely wrong. In several places, it’s mentioned that Watson’s 
Baker Street bedroom is adjacent to the sitting room. (In fact, there are numerous instances in The Canon where Watson 
“comes down to breakfast”, etcetera, and it’s well established that his room is upstairs.) It’s little things like this that 
throw the knowledgeable Sherlockian out of the story, and make him or her look away for an exasperated moment in 
irritation before returning to the adventure. 

Another problem is how Holmes manages his time. This type of thing comes up in a lot of poorly-edited pastiches, 
and it’s frustrating for a chronologist. The story being told is seemingly the only thing that is going on in Holmes’s life, 
and yet it takes him weeks to solve the case, and days go by where nothing happens. Holmes and Watson might have a 
five-minute breakfast conversation about the case, and then nothing else occurs until the next day. As a former U.S. 
Federal Investigator, I know that time seemed to expand for me as I worked, and I could accomplish a lot in just a day. (I 
usually had six or eight ongoing cases at any given time.) Holmes was a lot better investigator than me (and I was very 
good), and he could have solved this case in a couple of days, and not the two months that Watson describes.  

Chronology is a problem with this one, and that’s no lie. The narrative starts in late October, and it jumps to early 
November, and then three days later – and I documented the passage of these three days in my notes – it’s suddenly 
mid-December. Did Mr. Beddows not keep a timeline of his own story to realize he’d lost more than a month? 

Another other peeve is that that Watson is married during this case – which is correct, as it’s set in October and 
November 1889 – but inexplicably he abandons wife and medical practice at the beginning to move back to Baker Street 
for the two-month duration – and it’s just not that important of a case. Although 221b is just a short walk – and shorter 
hansom ride – from Watson’s Paddington home and practice, he simply does not go there, and if he checks in with Mary 
during that time, or if he sees how his practice is doing in the hands of another doctor, we never know it. He’s up at 
sunrise in Baker Street, and he returns there in the evenings to eat and sleep, as if he’s still a bachelor. When he’s 
wounded, it’s back in Baker Street where he recovers. If Mr. Beddows wanted to put Watson in Baker Street for the 
entire story, why not simply pick a year when Watson was actually living there? 

If it sounds like I’m working around to not recommending this story, that’s incorrect. There is much about it to like. 
But having read collected and read so many thousands of pastiches in the last fifty-one years, these are the kind of 
irksome things I notice – and that I make notes about for my ever-expanding Canon-and-Pastiche Chronology. (Each 
entry has a heading for things that are “Incorrect”.) But if things like this don’t bother you, and if you are one who 
appreciates tolerably good pastiches and can’t get enough, then you may enjoy this one. Check it out. 

 

 

 

 
Sherlock Holmes: Secrets of the Dead 

by Jack Beddows 
along with the various volumes of  

Sherlock Holmes: Consulting Detective 
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CANONICAL COUPLETS 
Steve Mason 

From the Baker Street Journal, Vol. 9, Number 3 

Here are 19 pairs of surnames from the Canon in which at least half the letters are the same.  Can you 
supply the missing letters for the surnames?  THE ANSWERS ON THE LAST PAGE OF THE NEWSLETTER. 
THIS IS A FILLABLE .PDF FORM.

1. E Y S 10. M U N 

O S W A R 

2. A I 11. O R Y 

L E S O N 

3. A K 12. A C E 

A R M O E 

4. R K 13. P E D 

R N T A G 

5. O N 14. R S O N 

I E T M E R 

6. T P 15. C R T H 

T N C U L E 

7. R 16. A R R A 

R O L L O 

8. N D S 17. M R S 

T H S W D S 

9. R K N 18. I B N K 

W N N I G T E 

19. R L L 

R N N 
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A MORE COMPREHENSIVE LOOK AT “THE ADVENTURE OF THE COPPER 
BEECHES” 

 
1. Summary (The ACD Encyclopedia) 

 
Miss Violet Hunter seeks advice from Holmes about his commitment as governess at The Copper Beeches, a house near 

Winchester. 
His employer Jephro Rucastle, offered her very high wages but ask strange requirements: having her hair cut and wearing a 

specific dress. She refused at first but Mr. Rucastle offered even more money. Holmes promises to help if the need arises and Violet 
accepts the job. 

A few days later, Holmes receives a telegram from Miss Hunter who asks him to come quickly to Winchester. She says the 
Rucastle's elder daughter, Alice, is said to have travelled to Philadelphia because of a dislike of her stepmother, Mrs. Rucastle. Violet 
cut her hair and was invited to sit, wearing an electric blue dress in front of a window. 

When she saw a man watching from afar through the window, the order was given to her to make him a sign to leave out. On 
another day, she realized with horror that a person was kidnapped in a secret room. 

3 | P a g e T h e A d v e n t u r e o f t h e C o p p e r B e e c h e s 
Holmes concluded that Violet is used to play the role of Alice Rucastle and the man who observe from outside is Alice's fiancé, 

Mr. Fowler. 
Holmes, Watson enter the house, taking advantage of the absence of Mr. Rucastle and find the secret room empty. But Mr. 

Rucastle arrives and launch his hungry dog at their heels. Unfortunately, the dog turns against him and seriously injured his master. 
Watson kills the dog in time to prevent the death of Rucastle. They then learn that Mr. Fowler had just liberate Alice from her 

parents. The latter locked up her to have Fowler believe she was gone and for he stops to woo her. 
 

 
2. Story Info Sheet (McMurdo’s Camp) 

 
• First published in:  

The Strand Magazine, June 1892 
 

• Time frame of story (known/surmised):  
A cold morning in early Spring (given). 
 

• Holmes & Watson living arrangements:   
Holmes & Watson sharing bachelor quarters at 221B. 
 

• Opening scene:   
Holmes & Watson discussion after breakfast regarding Watson’s literary treatment of Holmes’ cases. Letter received requesting 

appointment from potential client, who had been a governess and needed a new position. Wanted Holmes’ advice on whether she 
should or should not accept a situation which had been offered. Holmes initially unhappy with the trivial nature of request, laments 
that the days of the great cases may be past. 

 
• Client:   

Violet Hunter, a young lady with a bright, quick face, freckled like a plover’s egg, and a brisk manner. Holmes perked up. 
 

• Crime or concern:   
Client was concerned about governess position offered her because of the unusually high salary, the curious conditions 

(including cutting her luxurious chestnut hair), and the light duties, all of which seemed to be most unusual. 
After two weeks on the job as governess for little Edward , client was “not easy in her mind about her employers.” 
It turned out Rucastle had imprisoned his daughter to prevent her marrying her suitor which would keep him from her income, 

and hired Holmes’ client to impersonate the imprisoned daughter and drive away the suitor. 
 

• Villain:   
Jephro Rucastle, of The Copper Beeches, a stout man with a smiling face and a heavy chin which rolled down in fold upon fold.. 
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• Motive:   
The daughter, Miss Alice, had rights of her own by will, and Rucastle needed to use her money. 
Alice’s suitor hung around despite her brain-fever, which had kept her for six weeks at death’s door. Violet Hunter’s dress, 

disguise, and postures of disdain were meant to discourage the suitor, the disagreeably persistent Mr. Fowler. 
 

• Logic used to solve:   
Overall arrangement looked like Miss Hunter was hired to impersonate someone. Many obvious reasons to believe the job 

offered was not on the up-and-up. 
 

• Policemen:   
None. 
 

• Holmes’ fees:   
No mention. 
 

• Transport:   
Holmes & Watson took a train at half-past nine, arriving Winchester at 11:30. 
Mr. Rucastle drove client in his dog-cart to his country house, known as The Copper Beeches. 
 

• Food:   
Holmes & Watson took lunch with client at the Black Swan, an inn of repute in the High Street in Winchester, at no distance 

from the station. The client had engaged a sitting-room, and lunch awaited them upon the table. 
 

• Drink and Vices:   
Drink not mentioned. Holmes smoked his long cherry-wood pipe which was wont to replace his clay when he was in a 

disputatious rather than a meditative mood. 
 

• Other cases mentioned:   
SCAN, TWIS, IDEN, & NOBL. All published cases. 
 

• Notable Quotables:   
“ . . . there was an exhilarating nip in the air, which set an edge to a man’s energy.” 
“I was repelled by the egotism which I had more than once observed to be a strong factor in my friend’s singular character.” -

Watson 
“Data! data! data!” he cried impatiently. “I can’t make bricks without clay.” -Holmes 
“The lowest and vilest alleys in London do not present a more dreadful record of sin than does the smiling and beautiful 

countryside . . . Think of the deeds of hellish cruelty, the hidden wickedness which may go on, year in, year out, in such places, and 
none the wiser.” 

“Oh, tut, tut! sweating — rank sweating!” “Tut, tut” – Rucastle 
 

• Other interestings:  
Violet Hunter had been previously employed by Colonel Spence Munro. 
Another Munro in the Canon is the hop merchant Grant Munro, in YELL. There was also the Stark Munro letters, a non-Holmes 

work by Doyle. Lots of Munros. 
Rucastle’s daughter by first wife had moved to Philadelphia. This connection inspired the naming of the prestigious Scion 

Society, The Sons of the Copper Beeches, in Philadelphia. 
Holmes’ hypothetical sister: “lt is not the situation which I should like to see a sister of mine apply for.” 

 
• When all is said and done:  

Rucastle, attacked by his own mistreated dog, survived as a broken man, cared for by his wife. The suitor, Fowler, and the 
daughter, were married and took a government position in Mauritius, an island in the Indian Ocean east of Madagascar. Violet 
Hunter became the head of a private school at Walsall, where she met with considerable success. To Watson’s disappointment, 
Holmes manifested no further interest in her when once she had ceased to be the centre of one of his problems. 
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3. Selected Chronologies 

a.  The Original Story by Arthur Conan Doyle Early Spring 

b.  William Baring-Gould April, 1890 

c.  H.W. Bell April, 1890 

d.  Roger Butters 1890 

e.  Jay Finley Christ Sunday, April 19, 1891 

f.  Jean-Pierre Crauser April, 1885 

g.  D. Martin Dakin April, 1885 

h.  Bill Dorn Monday, April 7, 1890 

i.  Henry Folsom March, 1890 

j.  John Hall 1890 

k.  Craig Janasek Friday, April 5, 1889 

l.  Brad Keefauver Tuesday, March 18, 1890 

m.  Toshio Suzuki Monday, April 7, 1890 

n.  June Thomson April, 1895 

o.  Ernest Bloomfield Zeisler Monday, April 7, 1890 

 
 

4. Canonical Queeries (Ralph Edwards, BSI) 
 
• Is Holmes’ initial statement (concerning the man who loves art for its own sake) true? 
• Why didn’t Watson record causes célèbres and sensational trials?  
• Why a cinder and not a match? 
• Did Holmes recognize his pipe-choice moods? 
• Why wasn’t the table cleared? 
• What occupational indicators still exist? 
• Was the remark purely fanciful about pencils, etc.? 
• Why didn’t Violet go to Nova Scotia? 
• Why had Violet saved so little? 
• What fate faced Violet if she became penniless? 
• Would employers normally pay the employment agency? 
• Were cockroaches common to most households in those days? 
• How long did Violet’s visit last? (good night?) 
• How did (and do) city and country crime rates compare? 
• What are the six other explanations? 
• What conclusions can be derived from the lunch having been pre-ordered? 
• Why the hurry with most of three hours available? 
• Is beige ever blue? 
•  
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• Where was the house entrance? 
• Was Violet’s joy at night solely situational? 
• Why the delay until 7 p.m? 
• How did Holmes know that Fowler was a seaman? Was he? 
• Would brain fever lead to a loss of hair? 
• What protected road travelers against Carlo? 
• Why the talk of salary in three figures and then offering only 100 pounds? 
• Did a large head suggest abnormality or an outstanding intellect? 
• Why does Dr. Watson refer to the “old” room at 221B? 
• What is the significance of Holmes referring to “our cases?” 
• Having locked the drawer, why did the Rucastles then provide Violet Hunter with a key to the drawer containing 

Alice’s hair? 
 
17 Steps (Brad Keefauver, BSI) 
    
1. The Really Well-Known Untold Cases 

While most good Sherlockians know Holmes's quote, "you have given prominence not so much to the many causes celebres and 
sensational trials in which I have figured," it's not often we strip off the rest of the sentence in which it appears and look at just that 
part alone. In it, Holmes is telling us two things: First, that he was involved in celebrated causes and trials as sensational as anything 
Johnnie Cochran ever handled, and second, that Watson didn't write about his involvement in them. 

What might these famous cases have been? Is this a clue that Holmes was actually involved in such famed investigations as the 
hunt for Jack the Ripper?  
 
2. The Classic Holmes Smoke 

"Taking up a glowing cinder with the tongs and lighting with it the long cherry-wood pipe which was wont to replace his clay 
when he was in a disputatious rather than a meditative mood." 

Watson writes that he and Holmes sat on either side of a cheery fire, and we assume that means "in chairs."  
Yet Holmes is close enough to the fire to reach a cinder with his tongs. Was he kneeling, then returning to his chair, or was 

Holmes actually sitting cross-legged in front of the hearth? Otherwise, why the cinder-lighting instead of gas-jets or matches? 
And that disputatious cherry-wood ... why that choice for that mood? Was the clay so lengthy that there was danger of 

smacking innocent bystanders with his hand gestures during a spirited debate? 
 
3. The Difference Between The Canon And "Cops" 

"Crime is common. Logic is rare. Therefore it is upon the logic rather than upon the crime that you should dwell." 
Nowhere have we seen Holmes's dictum proven so well as the Fox TV show "COPS." Crime is common enough to fill as much 

television time as any group of cable networks would care to devote to it. Yet logical crime investigation is rare among our televised 
entertainments, except possibly on a certain Granada-produced hour on the A&E network. But how logical are the tales of Holmes? 
In what percent of the sixty stories did Watson actually concentrate on logic over sensationalism? 
 
4. A Letter From Home? 

Violet Hunter's letter was dated from Montague Place, a street that runs along the northern side of the British Museum. 
Sherlock Holmes, pre-221B, lived on Montague Street, "just round the corner from the British Museum." Did Watson slip up on the 
difference between "Place" and "Street," and this is really further evidence for the classic "Violet Hunter is Holmes's sister" theory? 
Were there other members of the family still living on Montague Street/Place? 
 
5. Ah, The Lure Of The Copper Beeches! 

"Oh, if you could see him killing cockroaches with a slipper! Smack! smack! smack! Three gone before you could wink!" Jephro 
Rucastle raves about his son. We've seen what this says of the son, and by extrapolation, the father, but what does this say about 
the house? What is it they say about cockroaches ... for every one you see there's a dozen you don't? Or is it a hundred? The fact 
that three specimens of the reclusive cockroach were all out in the plain sight, in a small enough area for a six-year-old to nail all 
three of them with a slipper doesn't bode well for "the dearest old country house." How bad a roach problem can we extrapolate 
from these three? 
 



 

The Bilge Pump 15 | P a g e  
 

6. The Governess Gong Show 
When Miss Stoper of Westaway's decides to dump a governess from the roles, she bangs her desktop gong and the page comes 

in to show the reject out. Were gongs a common piece of office equipment in Victorian London, or was this an affectation on the 
part of a tyrannical agency queen bee? 
 
7. Vanity Versus Employee Dress Code 

When Violet Hunter turns down Rucastle's offer because of the haircut requirement, Miss Stoper asks if Violet wants to stay on 
the books at Westaway's, basically telling her if she doesn't take Rucastle's offer she'll be dumped. Miss Stoper obviously sees the 
haircut as a perfectly reasonable request. Was it? Would Victorian readers have sided with Stoper or Hunter on the matter of hair? 
 
8. The Sister Theory Revisited 

"And yet he would always wind up by muttering that no sister of his should ever have accepted such a situation," Watson 
writes. 

How many times does "always" mean? This is no simple statement preceded by "If I had a sister ...." This is Sherlock Holmes 
saying, "No sister of mine should ever have accepted such a situation," over and over. Angered in a way that a brother would be. 

Her knowledges includes French, German, music, and drawing -- just the sort of things a sister of Sherlock and descendant of the 
Vernet bloodline might have. As to why Violet writes Sherlock as "Mr. Holmes," and Watson never seems to be let in on the secret, 
wouldn't London's foremost criminal agent want to keep his family hidden from his enemies? 
 
9. That Job In Halifax 

Colonel Spence Munro, we are told, received an appointment at Halifax, in Nova Scotia. Does the phrase "received an 
appointment" necessarily mean government work, and if so, what sort of task would the colonel be put to in Halifax? What sort of 
offices might Her Majesty's government have had there in the 1880s? 
 
10. Art In The Blood, Art In The Hair 

"As you may observe, Mr. Holmes, my hair is somewhat luxuriant, and of a rather peculiar tint of chestnut. It has been 
considered artistic." 

How can one's natural hair color be considered "artistic"? Is this a hint from Miss Hunter that she colors her hair? Would such a 
chestnut tint have been possible with the current state of hair-coloring art at the time? Or is this phrase an indication that Violet had 
a former lover who was an artist? 
 
11. Alice Rucastle Visits The Liberty Bell 

Jephro Rucastle's story about his daughter's absence goes like this: she hated her step-mother, so she went to Philadelphia. A 
lot of people hate their step-parents, but most of them don't leave the country because of it. Jephro's Philadelphia story is fictitious, 
but why didn't he make up something a little less extreme?   

Couldn't Alice have come to London to work as a typist or gone to live with an aunt in Scotland? Why Philadelphia? 
 
12. The Canon's Only Stand-Up Comic 

There are a lot of moments in the writings of Watson that we wish we could experience first-hand, and for me one of them is 
Jephro Rucastle's stand-up routine. We are told: 

"Mr. Rucastle, walking up and down on the other side of the room, began to tell me a series of the funniest stories that I have 
ever listened to. You cannot imagine how comical he was, and I laughed until I was quite weary." 

What sort of jokes might a man have told his children's governess in those days? Rucastle is said to have had an "immense 
repertoire." Was skill something he used in his business relations? Or was there some other nefarious purpose for this fine felon to 
have a wealth of jokes at his disposal?  
 
13. Sherlock Pulls More Data From Thin Air 

We're used to Holmes making observations that seem near-psychic, and in this tale he makes one that's definitely got me 
baffled, when he says: "Mr. Fowler being a persevering man, as a good seaman should be, blockaded the house." Maybe the Smash 
is missing something here, but how does Holmes know that Fowler is a seaman? Was his gray suit an indicator of something? 
 
14. The Hell-Hound Of Southampton Road 

Carlo is "a giant dog, as large as a calf, tawny tinted, with hanging jowl, black muzzle, and huge projecting bones." We are told 
that "Toller lets him loose every night, and God help the trespasser whom he lays his fangs upon." 
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We also know that Southampton Road, an important highway which usually has people upon it, runs close enough to the 
Rucastle house that one can clearly see people on it reflected in a mirror shard. Carlo is quite a bloodthirsty fellow, if his attack on 
Jephro is any sign, and the busy thoroughfare in front of the house surely had people on it at night. Were the railings that bordered 
Copper Beeches enough to keep Carlo from attacking night-time travellers? Or was he kept in check some other way? 
 
15. Violet Hunter's Blackout 

"He glared down at me with the face of a demon," Violet tells us of Rucastle's discovery of her little investigation. She then says: 
"I was so terrified that I do not know what I did. I suppose that I must have rushed past him into my room. I remember nothing 

until I found myself lying on my bed trembling all over." 
What is so hard to remember about running past someone and shutting yourself in your room? Could Violet have had some sort 

of seizure in her panic-stricken state? It has been suggested before that she might be suppressing memories of abuse by Rucastle, 
but consider another theory: when Holmes and Watson later come to Copper Beeches, Violet Hunter is in control of the house. Mrs. 
Toller is locked in the basement. Mr. Toller is unconscious on the kitchen floor. And after a brief appearance, Jephro Rucastle in in 
the backyard with his throat torn out, so bad that he is "barely alive" from that day forth. Watson has a soft spot for the ladies ... 
might he have been covering for Violet with that business about the dog? Might she have been the one responsible for Rucastle's 
torn throat and Toller's unconsciousness, an episode blacked out of her "Violet Hunter" persona by the sorely afflicted schizophrenic 
mind of Alice Rucastle? 

We never seen Alice and Violet together in this story. We know Alice was stricken with "brain fever" as a result of her father's 
abuse. Might Alice have created her "Violet Hunter" identity to seek help for a fictitious plight that was easier to explain than the 
unspeakable true state of her life, then gone completely homicidal when her father learned what she had done? 
 
16. Why Isn't Toller Dead? 

"Recently he has been drinking hard, and yesterday evening he was very drunk," Violet says of Toller. 
"Is Toller still drunk?" Holmes asks her. 
"Yes," Violet replies. "I heard his wife tell Mrs. Rucastle that she could do nothing with him." 
Twenty-four hours after starting "very drunk" and moved on to a point where his wife could do nothing with him, Toller is 

passed out and snoring on the kitchen rug. Why would Holmes expect a man to stay drunk for 24 hours? And if he did, how could he 
be sober in an instant when the dog starts running wild? Does Toller's imbibing pattern make sense to anyone? 
 
17. Miss Hunter's Private School For Young Somethings 

Of the final fate of Violet Hunter, Watson writes: "She is now the head of a private school at Walsall, where I believe that she 
has met with considerable success." How would a governess with modest skills become head of a private school in a few years time? 
Were there gender barriers to such a position at that time? Wouldn't the head of such a school also be its owner? 
 

 
5. View Halloas (Rosemary Michaud) 

 
It isn’t a mystery of the sort that Sherlock Holmes usually solves, nor did he “solve” the case in the traditional sense at all. But 

Violet Hunter could not have done better than to consult Holmes, a man who fully understood the dangers that might be concealed 
behind the walls of a country house, especially from people willing to pay an exorbitant salary for that perfect short-haired 
governess. And sure enough, it’s the old “what’s in the unused wing of the house?” scare story, with the twist being that the 
creature in the locked room isn’t nearly so scary as the creepy guy who put her there. In a moment, the Hounds brave a sulking six-
year-old, a snarling mastiff, and those dreaded five miles of country to see what’s afoot at the Copper Beeches. Along the way, we’ll 
learn an important lesson about the Rucastles and their fads: They are hair today and gown tomorrow. 

No sister of mine: “The Copper Beeches” opens with one of the most appealing of all the sitting room scenes. Outside, there is a 
thick fog, while inside, we see a cheery fire, the gleaming breakfast table, and an eloquently irritable Holmes with his cherry-wood 
pipe, expounding upon art and detection just long enough to bring us up to the arrival of his attractive and interesting young client. 
We are in Canonical paradise! This is a story that provides an opportunity for Watson to give us a great many fascinating glimpses 
into Holmes’s mind and personality, and the fact that the glimpses are fleeting only makes them the more precious. What makes his 
cherry-wood the favored pipe for disputatious moods? Beyond his logical explanation, did Holmes have some special reason from his 
own experience that made him suspicious of the smiling and beautiful countryside? 

And of course the big question: Was Holmes attracted to Violet Hunter, as Watson supposed and hoped? The detective “looked 
her over in his searching fashion,” but then made none of his trademark “impress the client” deductions. Was he smitten into silence 
by Miss Hunter’s attractions? And what was the real meaning of his repeated remark that “no sister of mine” would have gone to 
the Rucastles? 
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Although she was determined to accept the job, Violet Hunter obviously knew that the situation at the Rucastle’s was going to 
be difficult at best. She needed money, of course, but was curiosity also a large factor in her decision to go to the Copper Beeches? 
Was there something in her nature that made her unable to resist the challenge of finding out what was really going on? Do other 
Hounds feel as I do: that her spunk and her relentless curiosity would indeed have made her an intriguing match for Holmes? In the 
end, did Holmes lose interest in Violet Hunter because the case was over, or because it did not turn out to be a case where his 
talents were put to their best use? Or was it because his client didn’t look so appealing without her lovely hair?! 

Those crazy Rucastles: There are so many things wrong with this family that it’s hard to know how to list them all, but I suppose 
that keeping a daughter in a locked room will do for starters. Did Rucastle think he could get away with this scheme? What did he 
think Alice was going to say or do if she signed away her rights and he released her? Or did he mean to release her at all, no matter 
what she did? Was he hoping that she would simply pine away and die? What term would we now use for the “brain fever” that left 
Alice at death’s door for six weeks? Was she having some sort of anxiety reaction to all her father’s badgering and worrying? Or was 
daddy dearest putting a little something extra in her food? And by the way, what do the Hounds think may have happened to the 
first Mrs. Rucastle? Is “brain fever” hereditary, or is it likely to occur mainly where the environment is conducive to it: say, in the 
general vicinity of Jephro Rucastle? 

Do you think that the current Mrs. Rucastle was an equal partner in her husband’s guilt? Or was their married relationship such 
that she might almost be considered a victim too? 

Why did Mr. Fowler wait so long to rescue Alice? 
Was Violet Hunter the first woman hired to impersonate Alice, or were there others before her? 
 

 
6. Delicate Questions (Chris Redmond, BSI) 

 
This story is often said to be full of “gothic” elements, starting with the innocent maiden in the big creepy house. (It’s not 

unique: other Canonical tales, such as “Shoscombe Old Place”, are also gothic in their way.) 
If it’s a gothic, can it also be a detective story? 
And why does Arthur Conan Doyle think red hair is so funny, anyway? 

 
 

7.  Additional Thoughts (Steve Clarkson) 
 

Sherlock Holmes felt that his career had hit its zero point when young Miss Violet Hunter asked to consult the Great Detective 
as to whether she should accept a position as governess. But when Miss Hunter’s tale unfolded, Holmes admitted that the position 
was not one he would like to see his sister, should he have one, take. He advised Miss Hunter to accept the job, assuring her that a 
call for help will bring him to her assistance, day or night. 

Sure enough, within a couple of weeks, a telegram came from Violet Hunter. “‘Do come!’ she pleaded, ‘I am at my wits’ end.'” 
Upon arriving in the old English capital of Winchester, near where she was staying, Holmes and Watson learned of a household with 
a drunken groom; his dour and silent wife; a jolly master but a sad, taciturn mistress; and a young son with an overlarge head who 
delighted in smacking cockroaches with a slipper or trapping mice, small birds, and insects. Upstairs in a locked corridor, behind a 
door barred with iron, there lives someone — or something — that Violet Hunter is forbidden to learn about. And outside the house 
at night, a huge, savage, half-starved dog roams free to discourage nocturnal visitors. 

As the story opens, Holmes is giving up finding anything in the agony columns of a variety of newspapers, and with a smile, 
ventures to give Watson a small verbal pat on the back for the latter’s written treatment of some of Holmes’ cases. Watson returns 
the smile and admits that sometimes his chronicles border on the sensational. When Holmes agrees and expands on that topic, 
Watson’s tone turns cold. Why was he offended? And why does Holmes equate “sensationalism” only with crime? Surely, if some 
football stands collapsed or a husband habitually threw his false teeth at his wife after meals, would that not be sensational as well? 

Violet Hunter says of the dress her employers gave her to wear, “‘It was an excellent material, a sort of beige.'” My dictionary 
defines “beige” (as a first definition) as “A soft fabric of undyed and unbleached wool.” “Beige” is also subsequently defined as “A 
sort of grayish brown.” If the fabric was not dyed, how did it come to be a “peculiar shade of blue?” Conversely, if it was dyed could 
it still be called “beige?” 

What is the likelihood of the hair of two unrelated women being exactly the same shade of chestnut and, apparently, about the 
same length? And why did the Rucastles store it in the very room Miss Hunter was to use and then supply her with a “bunch of 
keys,” one of which would open the locked drawer in which Alice’s hair was kept? 

The center door in the suite of “vacant” rooms was locked from the outside and further reinforced with a curious contrivance: 
“…one of the broad bars of an iron bed, padlocked at one end to a ring in the wall, and fastened at the other with a stout cord.” Why 
was one end fastened with cord or rope? Did Jephro Rucastle have to untie the cord each time he visited Alice? Why did Holmes cut 
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the cord rather than use the keys acquired from the sodden Toller to open the lock at the other end of the iron bar? Above all, how 
could a bar across the outside of an inward-opening door (have you ever seen a bedroom door that opened out into the hallway?) 
but not attached to the door itself be a means of containing someone imprisoned inside the room? 

A final flurry of scents for the Hounds to follow: There is no indication of a fence enclosing the Copper Beeches. How did Toller 
manage to restrict the savage dog to the property during its nighttime prowls? How did Holmes know that Mr. Fowler was a 
seaman? How did Watson learn what finally became of Mr. and Mrs. Rucastle or, for that matter, Miss Violet Hunter? What became 
of the Rucastles’ hydrocephalic son? Did it require a special license for Alice and Mr. Fowler to marry the next day at Southampton? 
 
 

8. 56 Stories in 56 Days (Charlotte Anne Walters) 
 
This story reveals much about the difficult nature of Holmes’ personality, writes Charlotte Anne Walters. 
The Copper Beeches starts with Holmes being very critical of Watson’s accounts of his work.  And though Watson answers in 

such a way as to demonstrate his hurt at such comments, Holmes ignores this and continues regardless.  Watson admits to being 
repelled by ‘the egotism which I had more than once observed to be a strong factor in my friend’s singular character’. 

It’s more than egotism to me, it’s as if Holmes just doesn’t notice that he has caused offence, can’t read the signs or understand 
the general pragmatics of conversation which involve listening to the other person and responding appropriately.  Watson even 
states that Holmes responds to his thoughts and not his words.  During this interchange, Holmes does however say one of my 
favourite Holmesian quotes – ‘Crime is common.  Logic is rare.’ 

I do think this interchange between them adds weight to the argument that Holmes was mildly autistic.  There is another odd 
hint in this story.  The child which Miss Hunter is asked to care for could arguably be seen as having signs of autism – ‘He is small for 
his age, with a head which is quite disproportionately large.  His whole life appears to be spent in alternation between savage fits of 
passion and gloomy intervals of sulking.’  Is this a subtle clue from Sir Arthur or am I over-analysing? 

 
 
But then we come to another scene which fits the argument so well.  As Holmes and Watson sit on their train traveling through 

the beautiful English countryside on an idyllic spring day, Watson comments on the beauty of their surroundings prompting Holmes 
to give a very revealing insight into the workings of his mind –  

‘It is one of the curses of a mind with a turn like mine that I must look at everything with reference to my own special subject.  
You look at these scattered houses, and you are impressed by their beauty.  I look at them, and the only thought which comes to me 
is a feeling of their isolation and of the impunity with which crime may be committed there’.  Too much evidence to be ignored in 
my opinion. 

Yet again we are treated to a very literary description of the weather at the beginning of the narrative – ‘A thick fog rolled down 
between the lines of dun-coloured houses, and the opposing windows loomed like dark, shapeless blurs through the heavy yellow 
wreaths.’  Sometimes it feels as if Doyle was torn between being a writer of action, dramatic fast-paced tales, or a wordy descriptive 
writer of higher aspirations. 

But now to Miss Violet Hunter and her strange little problem.  She comes to see Holmes to take his advice on whether or not 
she should accept a well-paid position of governess with an eccentric rural family.  Holmes is unusually impressed by her manner – ‘I 
could see that Holmes was favourably impressed by the manner and speech of his new client’. 

Later on in the story when Holmes sets Miss Hunter a task, he compliments her further by saying – ‘I should not ask it of you if I 
did not think you a quite exceptional woman’.  Wow, high praise indeed. 

Watson expresses his disappointment towards the end of the story that Holmes doesn’t continue with his interest in Miss 
Hunter once the case is resolved.  Clearly he was keen for his friend to show his human side and perhaps form a romantic union.  Is 
the fact that he does not, further proof of autistic tendencies?  Or did he just not really fancy her all that much? 

As to the plot – well I think it is very far-fetched and I can’t really warm to it.  Very interesting for what it reveals (or rather hints) 
about Holmes but that’s it for me really.   

 
6 out of 10. 
. 
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9. Observance of Trifles (Brian Keith Snell) 
 

Detective Dunsel! 
 

There is a danger, when writing a series of adventure stories about a character, that the author so gets caught 
in the presenting the heroes opinions and mannerisms, that she forgets to have the character actually do anything in the story. Oh, 
there character is there, and opines, and takes a train ride, occasionally runs up and down corridors and such...but they have 
absolutely no interaction with the plot or it's outcome. The author has forgot to have them impact on the events, so the resolution 
would have been 100% the same had our hero never been involved (See, for example, the Doctor Who episode The Planet Of The 
Ood). 

Which brings us to The Adventure Of The Copper Beeches. 
It is ironic, but surely not intentionally so, that in a story in which Arthur Conan Doyle has Holmes spend the first few pages 

complaining that Watson's storytelling focuses on the trivial while ignoring logic and deduction, Doyle then proceeds to give us a 
story were deduction and logic play no part whatsoever in the resolution. perhaps it is Watson's revenge... 

We spend a lot of time with Holmes in Copper Beeches, and he says an awful lot of clever things. There's a train trip to the 
country, a grand Gothic mystery with odd servants and frightened governesses and mysterious watchers, there are dog attacks and 
secret plans...yet all of that merely distracts us from the fact that had Holmes not showed up, the resolution would have been exactly 
the same (save, perhaps, that Rucastle might not have been mauled by the dog). 

Had Miss Violet Hunter never come to consult Holmes, she would have still had taken the job--her "mind was made up that 
she would accept it." Had Holmes never gone up to the Copper Beeches, events would have transpired in exactly the same 
manner: Mr. Fowler had already bribed Mrs. Toller to get her husband drunk and have a ladder ready--they knew nothing of 
Holmes' interest in the case, nor of his impending visit.  

Had Holmes never gotten involved, Alice Rucastle would have escaped at the exact same day and time, she and Fowler 
would still have been wed the next day, and they would still be living in Mauritius. 

One could argue that, had Holmes and Watson not gone to Copper Beeches, Rucastle wouldn't have found strangers in the 
house at the same time he found Alice escaped, and therefore he might not have unleashed the mastiff. So, you could suggest that 
the villain only received his just desserts because of the detective's presence. 

But the damsel would have been rescued without Holmes' involvement. And he displays no great feats of deduction--prior 
to his journey to the estate, he has merely narrowed down to "seven separate explanations" for the curious facts of the case. And he 
only arrives at the correct solutions after Violet Hunter has told her fortnight's experience, and she herself had already come to the 
same conclusion. 

Copper Beeches certainly isn't a bad Sherlock Holmes story, or a boring one. It's a grand Gothic melodrama, and we do 
learn a fair bit about Holmes in the story. But for all the good bits, Doyle neglected to makes Holmes necessary to the story, which 
diminished its impact quite a bit. 

I think there's a lesson there for aspiring writers--it's not enough to have your hero present in the story--you got to 
remember to make his participation crucial to the outcome, or why even bother to have him there? 

 
OTHER TRIFLES AND OBSERVATIONS: 

 
** This story does contain my favorite piece of prose from Doyle, as our heroes take a train through the bucolic 

countryside, and Watson waxes poetic about how lovely it is. Holmes does not agree: 
"Do you know, Watson," said he, "that it is one of the curses of a mind with a turn like mine that I must look at everything 

with reference to my own special subject. You look at these scattered houses, and you are impressed by their beauty. I look at them, 
and the only thought which comes to me is a feeling of their isolation and of the impunity with which crime may be committed 
there." 

"Good heavens!" I cried. "Who would associate crime with these dear old homesteads?" 
 
"They always fill me with a certain horror. It is my belief, Watson, founded upon my experience, that the lowest and vilest 

alleys in London do not present a more dreadful record of sin than does the smiling and beautiful countryside." 
"You horrify me!" 
"But the reason is very obvious. The pressure of public opinion can do in the town what the law cannot accomplish. There is 

no lane so vile that the scream of a tortured child, or the thud of a drunkard's blow, does not beget sympathy and indignation 
among the neighbours, and then the whole machinery of justice is ever so close that a word of complaint can set it going, and there 
is but a step between the crime and the dock. But look at these lonely houses, each in its own fields, filled for the most part with 
poor ignorant folk who know little of the law. Think of the deeds of heckish cruelty, the hidden wickedness which may go on, year in, 
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year out, in such places, and none the wiser.  
Had this lady who appeals to us for help gone to live in Winchester, I should never have had a fear for her. It is the five miles 

of country which makes the danger. 
It's a wonderful bit, emphasizing how obsessed Holmes is with his chosen field, so much so that he can't ignore it even to 

enjoy the scenery. 
Of course, the question is, how true it might be. In 1892, the average London reader would still have the Jack The 

Ripper murders very fresh in his mind, which at the very least showed that the "pressure of public opinion" and "indignation among 
the neighbours" weren't the great preventative to vile crimes that Holmes thought they were. 

Of course, on a very general level, Holmes has a point--whereas densely populated cities get the rap of being crime-
infested, plenty of bad stuff goes on in rural areas. But claiming the countryside had "a more dreadful record of sin" is simply silly and 
argumentative. 

** Not to accuse Sir Arthur of overusing a plot, but in the 12 stories in the Adventures collection, this is the 3rd which 
revolves around a young woman's family going to extreme lengths to prevent her from marrying, so that they can control her 
inheritance. 

Even as a recognition of the difficulties and pressures single women faced in Victorian times, that's a little much. Surely 
there are other plot devices that could be used to illustrate the point, without the repetition. 

Then again, maybe in the 1890s, ladies being catfished/murdered/imprisoned by their parents or step-parents to keep them 
from marrying was a social epidemic... 

** Meanwhile, the biggest question is--why the heck isn't Jephro Rucastle in jail? Or his wife? 
I'm no scholar of the era's laws, but I would have to believe that imprisoning an adult woman against her will until she signs 

over her wealth to you was a felony--perhaps multiple felonies--and hiring a look-alike to cover up your deed proves that Rucastle 
believed it would be actionable if the authorities became involved. And since it wouldn't make a lot of sense to free Alice is she ever 
did relent and sign, one can't help but wonder if murder wasn't in the offing, as well. 

(Note--this is why Holmes certainly should have stepped in to expose Windibank in A Case Of Identity, or at least 
alert Mary Sutherland to his cruel schemes. That cad was only a few steps away from replicating Jephro Rucastle's crimes, it seems.) 

Granted, Rucastle was "horribly mangled" by his own pet, and lived the rest of his life "a broken man, kept alive solely 
through the care of his devoted wife." But is that really punishment enough? Shouldn't the law get involved?  

And Mrs. Rucastle was at least an accomplice in the kidnapping/extortion--why shouldn't she be turned over to the 
authorities? 

Yet Alice and Fowler did take off immediately, getting married and leaving the country. So perhaps they weren't interested 
in pressing charges, and just wanted to get on with their lives. And without Alice available, it might have been impossible to prove a 
case--neither Holmes nor Watson nor Violet Hunter ever so much as set eyes on Alice, or heard her voice.  

Their testimony alone couldn't even prove she existed, let alone that was she was being held under duress. So, perhaps 
without Alice's cooperation, there was no point in going to the authorities... 

** How large was Alice Rucastle's inheritance? If Jephro is willing to spend £120 per year to access it, than clearly it 
was much greater than that, or else the whole ruse isn't financially worth it. (For what it's worth, the BBC '64 version stipulates that 
Alice's mother's estate was £180,000, 80% of which went to Alice.) 

Of course, it's also possible that Jephro Rucastle had no intention of fulfilling that salary, and once Fowler was successfully 
fooled, he would fire Violet--or worse... 

** Does every individual house have a name in England? Seriously, every time Holmes and Watson travel outside of London, 
they end up at Copper Beeches or Fairbank or The Cedars or Pondicherry Lodge or...I'm just saying, I've never lived in a house with 
it's own name. Must be an English thing... 

** One of the more annoying things about a lot of Holmes commentary is the fact that every time a women who is not a 
complete ninny turns up, everyone decides that she is really after Holmes romantically, or he after her. One compliment from the 
detective, it seems, is enough to make everyone see sparks flying, despite what Watson wrote about in Scandal In Bohemia about 
there being "but one woman." 

It might be forgivable in this case, though, as Watson himself seems to be trying to play matchmaker between Holmes and 
Violet Hunter. Despite several compliments that Holmes pays to Miss Hunter during the case, Watson confesses disappointment 
that Holmes doesn't pursue her romantically. 

** An innocent phrase also sets off a torrent of commentator speculation. When Holmes says, "I confess that it is not the 
situation which I should like to see a sister of mine apply for," it seems to me to be clearly a hypothetical statement.  

Yet it has launched countless discussions as to whether it indicates that Holmes does have a sister or not. 
Some have even gone so far as to claim that this statement shows that Violet Hunter herself is Holmes' sister, or perhaps 

half-sister. 
Now, you would think that Holmes or Watson or Hunter would have at least mentioned it, if that were the case. But never 
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let common sense deter fanboy speculation. In Robert Schutz's essay "Half-Sister; No Mystery" (as cited in the original Annotated 
Sherlock Holmes), he declares, "There is no direct evidence to contradict the assumption that Holmes' mother married a Mr. Hunter 
after the death of Sherlock's father, and gave birth to a daughter named Violet, twelve years after the birth of Sherlock." 

Well, true. But there is also no direct evidence to contradict the assumption that Violet Hunter is a Terminator sent from 
the future to kill John Conner's great-great grandfather. Which is what you get when you make nutty assumptions without a shred 
of evidence in the first place... 

** Holmes takes a very clear stand on nature vs. nurture when it comes to children's behavior: "I have frequently gained my 
first real insight into the character of parents by studying their children. This child's disposition is abnormally cruel, merely for 
cruelty's sake, and whether he derives this from his smiling father, as I should suspect, or from his mother, it bodes evil for the poor 
girl who is in their power."  

So, nurture, then. 
Given Miss Hunter's description ("Giving pain to any creature weaker than himself seems to be his one idea of amusement, 

and he shows quite remarkable talent in planning the capture of mice, little birds, and insects."), the young Rucastle sure seems like 
a serial killer waiting to happen... 

** Things I learned: the use of the term "electric blue" as a dress color felt anachronistic to me when I heard it in the 
adaptations. After all, electricity was hardly an everyday phenomenon yet in 1892. 

But Doyle himself used it in the story, and Wikipedia tells me that "the first recorded us of electric blue as a color name was 
in 1884," and that "the color was in vogue in the 1890s." 

Arthur Conan Doyle: fashionista! 
** Was saving a lady's cut hair a thing in Victorian times? As a modern dude, Alice's shorn locks being saved and found by 

Violet, who also had an "identical" rope of hair, strikes me as a tad too contrived and coincidental. 
Of course, women did often sell their hair to wigmakers back in the day. And I suppose there was, I don't know, sentimental 

value? Why else pack it and bring it to your new home? 
And perhaps the Rucastle's had envisioned using Alice's hair a part of some other deception... 
** The Granada adaptation "introduces" Natasha Richardson. It's not her first role, but it is her first major part, and boy, is 

she pretty: 
Joss Ackland plays the evil Rucastle, which gives him a unique distinction: he's the only person to play a Sherlock 

Holmes villain, a Lethal Weapon villain, and a Bill & Ted villain. 
Yes, I'm a loser. 
** The idea for this story apparently came from Doyle's mother, as she wrote him that his next story should include a girl 

with "beautiful golden hair: who kidnapped and her hair shorn should be made to impersonate some other girl for a villainous 
purpose." 

You go, Mrs. Doyle! 
** Before they arrive at Copper Beeches, Holmes has "seven separate explanations, each of which can cover the facts as fa 

as we know them." 
We know two of them. At the first meeting, Violet suggests that Mrs. Rucastle is a lunatic, and he humors her to keep her 

from being put away (a solution Holmes says is the "most probable"). And then there is the correct solution: She's being hired to 
impersonate someone who is being held under duress. 

Well, what are the other 5 explanations? BBC '64 has Watson suggest one: that the mysterious watcher (Fowler) is a villain 
who means Alice harm, and Violet's impersonation is to protect her. 

OK, so what are the other 4? 
** Poor Holmes. He complains, "the days of the great cases are past. Man, or at least criminal man, has lost all enterprise 

and originality." 
Dude, be careful of what you wish for!! Moriarty is in the offing! 
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1. M E Y E R S  10. E D M U N D S   

 M O S E R    E D W A R D S   

2. A D A I R   11. G R E G O R Y   

 A D L E R    G R E G S O N   

3. S T A R K   12. O L D A C R E   

 S T A R R    O L D M O R E   

4. D O R A K   13. S P E N D E R   

 D O R A N    S T A N G E R   

5. D I X O N   14. M O R R I S O N  

 D I X I E    M O R T I M E R  

6. S T O P E R  15. M C C A R T H Y  

 S T O N E R   M C C A U L E Y  

7. H A Y T E R  16. H A R R A W A Y  

 H A R K E R   H O L L O W A Y  

8. M A N D E R S 17. M O O R H O U S E 

 M A T H E W S  W O O D H O U S E 

9. D O R K I N G 18. W I N D I B A N K 

 D O W N I N G  W I N D I G A T E 

        19. T R E G I L L I S 

         T R E G I N N I S 
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