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“The Whimsical World of Sherlock Holmes” 

By Marnie Makridakis 

McKinney, Texas 

n Friday night, a group 

of Uncritics descended 

upon the Backyard 

Venue, in McKinney, Texas to 

witness 18 actors, ages 13 

to 20, perform. This musical 

production featured 13 

original songs and marvelous 

choreography. The RPL (Read 

Play Love) group’s mission 

is to empower children 

through the arts and an 

inclusive culture of love. 

The Sherlockian Theatrical 

Society also attended the 

group’s 2023 production (see 

newsletter #20). There were 

several cast members who 

performed in the 2023 

production. 

he play alternates between Doyle’s study and the sitting rooms at 

221B Baker Street. Billy the Page (Zachariah Martin, 15) has 

become disgruntled in his role with Sherlock Holmes (Kai 

Makridakis, 18, who played Dr. Watson in the 2023 production). Holmes 

reveals he wishes to become a song and dance man. Dr. Watson (T. J. 

Pucket, 20) wants to become a baker and his wife Mary, (Sydney Evarts, 

15, also played Mrs. Hudson in the 2023 production) a detective. The 
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scene changes to Conan Doyle’s (Jack Evarts, 18, played the same role 

in the 2023 production) study, where he is in a drunken stupor. He is 

at a loss to explain why his characters from other stories keep 

appearing. In a frustrated moment, he burns the manuscript to “SCAN” 

thus Irene Adler (Aspen Žeravica, 17, and beautiful soprano voice) 

become Millicent Malloy. When Doyle says the story title ‘Dancing Men’, 

Holmes (Now a song and dance man) dashes across the stage pirouetting 

with arm flailing. The King of Bohemia (Jack Levin, 15) traded his 

sagging crown to Mr. Ryder (Ryan Lovell, 15) for his Bowler. Holmes 

confronts Doyle and they both agree to a compromise that restores Ms. 

Adler and gives Holmes a fuller character. Doyle agrees to come out of 

the bottle and become more of a family man. 

he remaining actors include Louisa Doyle (Alex Austin, 14), 

Inspector Lestrade (Callum Baxter, 17), Mortimer (Valentine 

Darland, 14), Elsie (Karley Essary, 13), Mrs. Hudson (Kinsley 

Essary, another fine soprano voice), James Moriarty (Jacob Evarts), 

Mrs. Rundle (Kamryn Kader, 15), Countess Mocar (Waverly Sohlman, 15) 

and Inspector Peterson (Peter Zeravica, 16). Writer and Director, Marney 

Makridakis did a fabulous job considering this was staged at an Event 

Center as opposed to a real theater. Her husband, Anthony, wrote the 

music and lyrics to all of the songs. Two of the cast members, Ms. 

Žeravica and Ms. Kader choreographed several songs.  

his is a great, alternative view of the mythos that is Sherlock 

Holmes. It is nice to see so many young people working together, 

enjoying the arts. The entire cast had a solo or a duet during 

the 2 act play. 

s a reminder, The Sherlockian Theatrical Society is a nonjudgmental 

society. It is our belief that any play about Sherlock Holmes is 

worth attending. We love Sherlock Holmes and we love live theater, 

so nothing will deter us off of our chosen path. 

 

reak a leg!!! 
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