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he lovely city of Bryan, Texas 
next to College Station, Texas 
has a long history of staging 

play featuring our hero, Mr. Sherlock 
Holmes. Uncritic #001 and #011 took 
the 3 hour Hansom ride to keep the 
tradition alive, attending Moriarty, 
yet again. This is the latest play 
from playwright Ken Ludwig. The 
quaint, 60 seat StageCenter Theatre 
was sold out for the Sunday matinee 
and the audience was marvelous. It 
was the cast, however, that stole the 
show. 
 

he roles of Sherlock Holmes 
(Harold Presley) and Dr. Watson 
(Chris Rogers) are each played 

by one actor, while the other cast 
members take on multiple roles – 
including animals and characters with 
accents ranging from Czech to 
Cockney. The opening scene sees 
someone being tortured by one of 
Professor Moriarty’s henchmen before 
they take cyanide. A quick shot of 
canned whipping cream gave the 
perfect effect of frothing at the month. This is one of the many 
brilliant stage effects created by the crew. More on this later. 
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rene Adler (Bailey Rogers) is being pursued by Moriarty (J. Paul 
Teel) because she is in possession of love letters from the King 
of Bohemia (David House). Soon it is revealed there is more to the 

love letters than just intimidating words, there are microdots on 
several letter with top secret plans on them. Thus enters Mycroft Holmes 
(Mr. Teel) on behalf of the British government. There is a funny 
sequence featuring the Holmes brothers (One actor being black and the 
other is white). When Ms. Adler confesses she did not know Sherlock 
Holmes had a brother, Watson is quick to point out that the two brother 
are alike but are also quite different. Helga (Vivanna Massaro) works 
at the Bohemian Embassy and is responsible for many misdeeds including 
abetting the kidnapping of Mrs. Hudson (Ms. Rogers). 
 

fter several plot twists, everyone heads to Switzerland and the 
Reichenbach Falls. Holmes, Watson and Ms. Adler are standing behind 
train carriage cut-out. As they jostle along, the narrator keeps 

the audience informed of the progress. “Paris!” and a stage hand walks 
in front of the actors holding a placard of the Eiffel Tower; “Rheims!” 
and the next stage hand walks in front with a placard of LeAnn Rimes. 
Finally, when “Switzerland” is called out, the stage hand walk across 
the stage with a placard of Swiss cheese. When they reach the falls, 
stagehand Joseph Rodriguez, is holding a scroll that he unfurls in front 
of his entire body. This blue piece of cloth was Reichenbach Falls and 
stage hand Lauren Goza was misting the falls from a spray bottle. At 
the very back of the stage was a trussed-up Barbie doll. Well, as it 
turned out, it was in reality, the trussed-up Mrs. Hudson from across 
the falls. The audience roared with laughter throughout the play. 
 

irector and Set Designer Jennifer Hargis and Stage Managers Quinn 
Sutton are both to be commended for their excellent work. I spoke 
to Ms. Hargis afterwards, asking her about the use of six actors 

instead of the usual five. She told me that she had so many good actors, 
she just decided to expand the cast. This too explained the frequent 
use of both stage hands. Ms. Hargis also directed “Baskerville” as 
reviewed in Newsletter #10. 
 

s a reminder, The Sherlockian Theatrical Society is a nonjudgmental 
society. It is our belief that any play about Sherlock Holmes is 
worth attending. We love Sherlock Holmes and we love live theater, 

so nothing will deter us off of our chosen path. 
 

reak a leg!!! 
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