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“Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Ghost Machine”

By David McGregor
Fort Worth, TX
he Sherlockian
Theatrical
Society met to
see the final

installment of David
McGregor'’s Sherlock
Holmes Trilogy. As in

- .
the past two vyears, / ' ER D
the playwright joined L CK
'-i AND
heading to Stage West DLME THE
Theatre. This ADVENTURE

worlljerful venue washa ‘ TSEFGHDST
sold-out event. The
MACHINE

Sherlockian
Theatrical Society
was well-represented
with twenty plus
members and guests in
the audience. The
evening got started when my wife, Joyce, opened her program and found
a Golden Ticket. The prize was a box of the theatre’s semi-world famous
scones.

us for dinner before

and Irene Adler (Dana Schultz) share their domestic bliss, much to
the dismay of Dr. Watson (Robert San Juan), there 1is trouble
brewing. Bitter rivals Nikola Tesla (Paul Taylor) and Thomas Edison
(Bob Hess) have returned to London with their latest inventions only to
have them promptly stolen. The world-changing implications of the
missing “Ghost Machine” and “Death Ray” pull the world’s greatest

Our hero, Sherlock Holmes (Brandon J. Murphy) has retired. As he



detective back into action. It’s clear something paranormal is afoot.
At the center of it all is Professor Moriarty’s formidable daughter,
Marie Chartier (Samantha Potrykus). She is the culprit behind the thefts
but at the request of Mycroft Holmes. The real trouble begins when she
brings the stolen items to 221b Baker Street. Add the natural
hostilities between Edison and Tesla and you get an evening of
Sherlockian enjoyment.

he play features a shocking, supernatural mystery crackling with

wit and high-voltage intrigue or so it says in the program. That

writer must have seen the play because that is exactly what was
presented on stage. The end of the first act leaves the audience aghast
at the ultimate demonstration of the Death Ray on a cast member. Act
two begins with a séance that uses Edison’s Ghost Machine to contact
that recently departed cast member. This was all a ruse by our hero to
prove to everyone that he is back to his recent uninspired, domestic
life.

irector Jay Duffer does a marvelous job in this fast moving play.

The actors deliver every line crisply and with perfection. The

entire play is set in the sitting rooms at 221B Baker Street. The
stage is chocked full of items ranging from a whale baleen to spinning
portraits on the wall. One could literally spend hours just examining
the set. All of this just adds to this wonderful production.

s a reminder, The Sherlockian Theatrical Society is a nonjudgmental

society. It is our belief that any play about Sherlock Holmes is

worth attending. We love Sherlock Holmes and we love live theater,
so nothing will deter us off of our chosen path.

reak a leg!!!
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