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Gaitherbug, MD

he Montgomery Playhouse

production of David M. Belke's

"The Reluctant Resurrection
of Sherlock Holmes" at the Arts Barn
in Gaitherbug, Md., on June 12-28,
was greatly appreciated by Uncritic
003 who fortunately had not read the
script and didn't remember earlier
reviews of other productions (and
there have been many since the play
premiered in Edmonton in 1992).

he two-act play 1is set in

Baffleur Grange, near

Porstmouth and the Channel, in
1896, when Conan Doyle arrives at
the Westhavens' country manor to
investigate a ghost,ly apparition,
and is confronted with the ghost of
Sherlock Holmes, who insists on
encouraging Conan Doyle to pursue
the solution to the apparation, and
a murder. Only Conan Doyle can see,
and talk with, the ghost of Holmes,
which makes things interesting when
others are present.
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he Arts Barn 1is a
theater, but the company's
special effects are well done indeed (before the play begins there's



a large upstage silhouette of Holmes with a pipe, with smoke coming from
the pipe). Director Avery Morstan, whose program biography mentions that
she has been terrorizing local stages for many years, had fun merging
melodrama and humor, and John Van Eck (as Conan Doyle) and Vince Terlep
(as Holmes) are splendid in their roles. Ron Ward (Desmond Westhaven)
and Vanessa Markowitz (Abigail Westhaven) are retired from the stage, but
still remember how to perform with suitable dramatics.

here are twists and turns galore, as well as a seance, and of course

Conan Doyle (with the assistance of Holmes) is able to solve both

the ghostly apparition and the murder. Conan Doyle, who begins the
play insisting that he has never liked Holmes, goes on to realize that
Holmes is much more than a mere literary character, and the play concludes
with Holmes' announcement that he'll return.

s a reminder, The Sherlockian Theatrical Society is a nonjudgmental

society. It is our belief that any play about Sherlock Holmes is

worth attending. We love Sherlock Holmes and we love live theater,
so nothing will deter us off of our chosen path.

reak a leg!!!
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