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Faithful readers of
reviews published by the
Sherlockian Theatrical
Society will not need to be told
much about the plot of Mark
Shanahan's "A Sherlock Carol",
which has been produced widely
since its full-scale stage
debut in 2021. Shanahan is an
accomplished and multi-talented

playwright, director, and
actor, as you can easily see at
his web-site www.mark-

shanahan.net, where you'll find
an image of him in the role of
Oscar Wilde in a 2002
production of "The West End

Horror" (based on the
Sherlockian novel by Nicholas
Meyer) . Shanahan also has

played Sherlock Holmes, 1in a
2017 production of Steven Dietz's "Sherlock Holmes: The Final Adventure"

he script is conveniently available

($15.00) https://www.dramatists.com/cgi-

bin/db/single.asp?key=6348. It can be enjoyable indeed seeing what

producers, directors, and actors do with (and sometimes to) a playwright's
script.

" A Sherlock Carol" is licensed by the Dramatists Play Service,
and t
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or those new to this game, and the plot: briefly, Holmes, back in

London after his battle with Moriarty at the Reichenbach, is called

in to investigate the mysterious death of Ebenezer Scrooge, and
Shanahan had fun mixing the work of Conan Doyle and Dickens. The
Providence Players of Fairfax also had fun presenting the play at the
James Lee Community Center in Fairfax, Va., an easy drive from Bethesda,
Md., through the melting remnants of a less-than-an-inch blizzard the
previous night.

ommunity theaters are especially nice in that they're small, so
everyone gets a good seat and an uninterupted view of the
stage. Intermissions can be quite friendly and informal (we enjoyed
mulled cider and chocolate chip cookies, and a chance to chat with locals).

leven actors appeared in the play, including Jay Tilley as an
impressive Holmes (with a figure more Mycroftian than Sherlockian),
Mytheos Holt as Scrooge, and Emma Morales as Emma Wiggins (one of

the Irregulars). The other eight actors had multiple roles, both on stage
and in back-screen projection, which helped avoid the almost instant
costume changes needed for different characters. The Dback-screen

projection also allowed the play to be performed with minimal sets, an
effective and imaginative presentation.

t is easy to be spoiled by the full-scale professional productions

one sees in major theaters in major cities, but it really is just as

interesting and impressive to see plays produced in community
theaters and schools. This humble critic enjoys seeing enthusiasm on
stage, and one can find that in small theaters as well as large ones.

s a reminder, The Sherlockian Theatrical Society is a nonjudgmental

society. It 1s our belief that any play about Sherlock Holmes is

worth attending. We love Sherlock Holmes and we love live theater,
so nothing will deter us off of our chosen path.

reak a leg!!!
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