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t was movie theater rather than stage

theater, but the star was an actor who

performed as Sherlock Holmes on stage
to great acclaim: Eille Norwood, who starred
in "The Return of Sherlock Holmes" (written
by J. E. Harold Terry and Arthur Rose) 1in
Great Britain in 1923 and 1924.

ille Norwood also starred as Holmes in

a series of films made by Stoll in the

1920s: two full-length films and 45
short films, and all of them have been in
storage at the British Film Institute since
the 1930s. 1It's grand that they are now being
digitially restored, and the first three
restored shorts can be seen (f you're in the
right place at the right time) in "Silent
Sherlock: Three Film Classics", which was screened in Great Britain last
year, and this year at the San Francisco Silent Film Festival on Nov. 13,
and at the American Film Institute's AFI Silver theater in Silver Spring,
Md., on Nov. 15, when many 1local (and some far-flung) Sherlockians
celebrated the Red Circle of Washington's 75th anniversary at the theater
and then at dinner at Hollinger's Restaurant, conveniently just across
the street from the theater.

"select cinemas" in the U.K. and Ireland, and it's possible that

" Silent Sherlock: Three Film Classics"™ is now being shown in
the film may be streamed on video channels on both sides of the

Atlantic.



ou can see a few of Eille Norwood's short films at YouTube, but the
quality 1is poor, and no match for the digital frame-by-frame

restorations now in progress at the BFI. You can watch an except
from the restored "A Scandal in Bohemia" at the BFI's page at
Facebook www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1805541223439173 and see for

yourself the spectacular results of the restoration work.

reel shorts, and how movies were made in the 1920s. In those early

days there was no attempt at keeping Sherlock Holmes in the Victorian
era: sets and costumes always matched the years the movies were made (the
first film that brought Holmes and Watson back to Victorian time was the
Rathbone/Bruce "The Hound of the Baskervilles" in 1939).

You can also see what Stoll did to compress stories into mere two-

the films and to Eille Norwood.

he three films were "A

Scandal in Bohemia"

(1921), "The Golden Pince-
Nez" (1922), and "The Final
Problem" (1923). Full cast and
credits can Dbe found at the
Internet Movie Data Base, and it
was grand to see Eille Norwood
as Holmes, Hubert Willis as
Watson, and Percy Standing as an
impressive Moriarty. Liberties
were taken adapting the stories
for short films, and 1t was
thoroughy amusing to see the
fateful batlle between Holmes and Moriarty at Cheddar Gorge (in Somerset)
rather than the Reichenbach Falls. It also was nice to be reminded that
silent films were not really silent: major theaters had full orchestras,
and smaller theaters a few musicians or just a piano player. The films
at the AFI Silver screening were accompanied by Ben Model at the theater's
organ, and his music contributed much to the evening.

ou're also welcome to visit the Red Circle's web-
site www.redcircledc.org, where there's a lot of attention paid to

ne hopes that three more films will be available soon, although it
may be until 2027 that we get to see them. Digital restoration is
pains-taking and time-consuming work, but the results are wonderful.

Bethesda, MD
Dec.7, 2025


http://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1805541223439173

