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allowed me to visit Theatre Arlington, where Ken Ludwig’s “The

Game 1s Afoot or Holmes for the Holidays” was being staged. This
150 seat theatre was soldout for this performance. I called the theatre
to be put on a waiting list and they kindly sold me a wheelchair ticket
that had gone unsold, but like they say, “I was on the front row!”

ON Saturday afternoon a sudden break in my holiday activities
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Gillette play “Sherlock Holmes” where at Reichenbach Falls

Gillette as Sherlock Holmes (Leroy Hood) 1is confronting Felix
Geisel, playing Moriarty (Jerod Wells). As the actors appear on stage
for their final bow, an unknown, unseen assailant shoots Gillette,
wounding him. The audience is then transported a few weeks into the
future, to Gillette Castle where we find Gillette being tended to by
his doting mother, Martha Gillette (Lisa Fairchild) and preparing to
host a recovery party for himself. Of the five invited guests, four are
actors and the fifth is a much despised theatre critic.

The play opens in the middle of the final scene of the William



ggie Wheeler (Mikki Hankins) lets it slip that she and Simon Bright

(John Marshall) secretly married a month ago after he came to her

comfort when her first husband died on their honeymoon. Felix is
married to Madge (Natalie Hinds). These are the four guests that were
also the other actors on stage when Gillette was shot. The last guest,
Daria [Madeline Norton] an art critic who has written bad reviews of
each of the five actors. When the electricity goes out, Daria ends up
stabbed in the back. There is a maniacal, slap-stick humor that ensues.
We find out that Aggie and Gillette were romantically involved for a
short period of time. The police arrive with Inspector Garing [Deborah
Brown] who seems to be a cross between Colombo and Miss Marple. There
are plenty of plot twists and turns and a very funny scene involving a
rotating bar/library and trying to hide a dead body.

irector Cheryl Denson did a marvelous Jjob using a single set,

inside the Gillette Castle in Connecticut. There were three exits

from the stage and the fast action had actors using all of them
fluidly, exiting in one direction and entering the other in a blink of
the eye. She had the actors, especially Felix and Gillette emoting their
lines in most sincere tongue-in-cheek fashion. There was a real response
from the audience. The stage manager (Maria Leon Hickox) announced
overhead assuring the audience that no live animal was hurt during this
production. This got a strong laugh from the audience (see the play to
get the inside joke).

s a reminder, The Sherlockian Theatrical Society is a nonjudgmental

society. It is our belief that any play about Sherlock Holmes is

worth attending. We love Sherlock Holmes and we love live theater,
so nothing will deter us off of our chosen path.

reak a leg!!!
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