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N a blustery 

evening, our little 

group of Sherlock 

Holmes play attendees met 

in Grapevine, Texas at 

the Runway Theatre, to 

see their production of 

“A Sherlock Carol.” Tis 

the season and all that. 

This the theatre’s 41st 

season. This play is the 

mash-up between Charles 

Dickens and Arthur Conan 

Doyle. Ghosts need not 

apply. 

 

ith the death of 

Moriarty, our hero 

Sherlock Holmes (John Grissom) laments the fact that there is 

nothing left in life. He has become morose and bah-humbugs all who wish 

him a Merry Christmas. The play features five actors that play numerous 

roles. There is the reformed Ebenezer Scrooge (Greg Kozakis) who appears 

to have been murdered. Actor 1 (Tyler Wayne) portrays Dr. Watson, 

Ebenezer’s housekeeper, and a purveyor of geese. Actor 2 (Miranda 

Reeder) was Irene Adler and Dr. Cratchit among others, Actor 3 (Greg 

Phillips) is Sgt. Bradstreet, a hotel proprietor, and several other 

roles, Actor 4 (Misty Baptiste) stole each scene she was in, including 

Emma Wiggins and Inspector Lestrade. Actor 5 (Robin Keller) played Henry 

Burk, the stage manager for Ms. Adler, and a policeman. 
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hen Emma Wiggins pleads to Holmes help clear her dad, Wiggins of 

the Baker Street Irregulars, accused of stealing the Blue 

Carbuncle, he refuses but decides to look into the death of 

Scrooge, whose body is discovered in a locked room, the game is afoot. 

This play is an amalgamation of several tales from the Canon including 

the Hound of the Baskervilles, A Scandal in Bohemia, and The Blue 

Carbuncle. During his investigation, Holmes is haunted by the voices of 

Moriarty and several others before the ‘Spirit’ of Scrooge comes to 

Holmes and shows him his past, present and what the future could hold. 

It is revealed how Scrooge had changed for the better and implored 

Holmes to reform his ways. 

 

olmes, a firm non-believer in ghosts, does see what he has become 

and makes amends. He proves that Scrooge was the intended murder 

victim of his housekeeper, but before she could implement her 

scheme, Ebenezer Scrooge had died of natural causes. Henry Burk, not 

Baker as in the story, was given a replacement goose, Dr. Cratchit got 

the Blue Carbuncle for the estate of Scrooge, allowing his hospital to 

remain open, and Dr. Watson and Mary got the friendship of Holmes back. 

Everyone, except Scrooge’s housekeeper, lived happily ever after. 

 

irector Emily-Ann Moriarty-Phillips did a fabulous job even with 

a name like hers. The minimal usage of props created the illusion 

of a much larger stage. There were six rolling panels that could 

be reversed, going from one location to the other. They also provided 

blinds for the various actors to read narratives causing Holmes to re-

evaluate his core beliefs. All of the actors have double-duty working 

behind the scenes as well as on stage. The sold out audience was treated 

to a delightful afternoon with the Master. 

 

s a reminder, The Sherlockian Theatrical Society is a nonjudgmental 

society. It is our belief that any play about Sherlock Holmes is 

worth attending. We love Sherlock Holmes and we love live theater, 

so nothing will deter us off of our chosen path. 

 

reak a leg!!! 
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