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Welcome to topic number 400… This is a special segment, as we 
will give a very short summary of every one of our 60 stories, 

written by our creator, Arthur Conan Doyle.  Thanks so much to 
Alexis Barquin and the Arthur Conan Doyle Encyclopedia for use 

of their summary texts for this lesson..



Three years after the death myself, Ronald Adair was found murdered in his home on Park Lane. He's been shot in a closed room, with no possible 
exit through the windows. Adair was a quiet young man, and robbery was ruled out. His only hobby was playing cards, and just had won £240 with 

his new partner, Colonel Sebastian Moran. 

The crime being very mysterious, Watson tries to apply my methods to get at the truth, but to no avail. One day, as he's examining the area around 
Adair's house, he bumps into an old man, knocking a stack of books out of his arms.  The old man snarls at Watson and eventually follows him to his 

office. There, I drop the disguise, revealing myself. Watson faints onto the floor.

Watson is very shocked to see me alive as he thought I was dead (see The Adventure of the Final Problem). I then explain I never fell at Reichenbach, 
but won the battle with Moriarty using baritsu.  I took advantage of my "official death" to track down Moriarty's accomplices around the world. I 

explored Tibet, Lhasa, Persia, Mecca, Khartoum and Montpellier, France. (continued)

1.  “The Adventure of the Empty House” 



(“EMPT” cont.) I came back to London when I heard about the Adair case because Moran was Moriarty's lieutenant, and has been cunning enough 
to escape police thus far.  I know Moran is aware I came back and intends to kill me. I take Watson to an empty house from where we can see the 

windows of 221B Baker Street. 

Watson wonders how he can see my profile through the window, and I explain it's a wax bust I am using as a decoy. Mrs. Hudson moves the bust on 
a regular basis to make it look more life-like. While we wait in the dark, Moran enters the room without seeing us and shoots the bust. Watson 

knocks him down as I call Lestrade to arrest him. 

I explain to Lestrade Moran also killed Adair, who had caught him cheating at cards and threatened to denounce him, using a specially made air-
gun.  I ask Lestrade to only arrest and charge Morstan for Adair’s murder, and not the attempted murder on my life.

1.  “The Adventure of the Empty House” 



One morning, as Holmes is complaining to me about the lack of interesting criminal case since the death of Moriarty, a panic-stricken young 
solicitor, John McFarlane, burst in the room, certain he is about to be arrested for the murder of Jonas Oldacre, a builder in Lower Norwood. 

Oldacre is a wealthy 52-year-old bachelor McFarlane hadn’t met until the day before, when he came to the law office to announce he intended to 
make him heir to a considerable bequest, having heard high praise of the young man. Oldacre invites McFarlane home on the same night to seal the 
deal. McFarlane left quite late and stayed at a local inn. He claims to have read about the murder in the newspaper the next morning on the train. 

The paper said quite clearly that the police were looking for him. The next day, Oldacre is missing and burnt remains were found after a fire in a 
wood pile behind his house. The discovery by Holmes of Oldacre's trouser buttons in the fire ashes does nothing to help exonerate McFarlane. Signs 

of a struggle, scattered papers and McFarlane's walking stick were found in his home. (continued)

2. “The Adventure of the Norwood Builder” 



(“NORW” cont.) Lestrade, who arrived in 221B Baker street in the meantime, arrests the young man; Holmes, who noticed Oldacre's will seems to 
have been written carelessly on a train, states he's heading to Blackheath, where McFarlane's parents are living. He learns Oldacre and McFarlane's 

mother were engaged years earlier but she broke it off. 

Continuing to Norwood, he examined the builder's house but found nothing that could exonerate the lawyer. He did, however, find a "curious little 
point" in Oldacre's papers: lately, several cheques for substantial amounts had been made out to a Mr. Cornelius. The next day, we head back to 

Norwood, asked here by Lestrade who shows them new evidence against McFarlane: his bloody thumbprint on the wall. 

Holmes had examined the wall the day before and was certain the print wasn't there, now understands Oldacre is still in the house and starts a fire 
to smoke him out of hiding. Oldacre claims it had been a practical joke, but Holmes explains he acted out of revenge toward the woman who 

rejected him and had intended to start a new life named Cornelius. Oldacre swears revenge against Holmes, who serenely dismisses the threats.

2. “The Adventure of the Norwood Builder” 



Hilton Cubbit, from Riding Thorpe Manor, in Norfolk, had married Elsie Patrick a year ago. Elsie, a young American woman, had warned her 
husband her past held dark secrets which she could not share with him. Lately, he had been finding a series of apparently meaningless signs 

showing little dancing men drawn with a chalk or on a paper about their property. 

When he showed them to his wife, she was so terror-stricken she fainted. Not able to involve the police without breaking his promise to his wife not 
to inquire about her past, Cubbit contacts me to solve this mystery. I accept and asks Cubbit to send him every sample of dancing men he gets. When 

I succeed in deciphering the code; the last of the messages causes me to fear the Cubbits are in immediate danger.  

I rush to Norfolk with Watson but, once we arrive, we learn Cubbit has been shot dead and his wife has been injured. As it happened when they 
were alone in a closed room, Elsie is considered guilty of a murder-suicide. With Inspector Martin in attendance, I spot an unaccounted-for bullet 

hole and deduce someone else was there at the time of the murder.  (continued)

3. “The Adventure of the Dancing Men” 



(“DANC” cont) I then send a stable boy to a place named Elridge's to deliver a note consisting of a series of dancing men to a certain Abe Slaney. I 
explain to Watson and Martin how I deciphered the code and was able to identify Slaney as a dangerous criminal from Chicago. While waiting for 

the result of the message to Slaney, I explain to Watson and Inspector Martin how I cracked the code of the dancing figures. 

The last message, which caused us to rush to Norfolk, read "ELSIE PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD". When Slaney arrives, he's arrested but falls apart 
when he learns Elsie is injured. He confesses she is actually the daughter of the leader of the American criminal gang who created the code and used 

to be engaged to Slaney. She ran away to London, but Slaney found and threatened her with the coded messages. 

She finally summoned Slaney to her house to beg him to leave her alone. As they were arguing, Cubbit saw them and shot, but Slaney returned fire 
and killed Cubbit. Elsie, upset, tried to kill herself.  Slaney is arrested and sentenced to hang, but his sentence is reduced to penal servitude because 

Cubitt had fired the first shot. Elsie recovers from her injuries, and spends her life helping the poor and administering her late husband’s estate. 

3. “The Adventure of the Dancing Men” 



In April, 1895, Holmes is contacted by a beautiful young music teacher, Violet Smith, who lives near Farnham in Surrey. She's worried about a 
stranger who stalks her when she bicycles to and from the train station when she goes to see her fiancé in London each weekend. This man appears 

and disappears mysteriously. 

Violet and her mother were living in poverty, after her father died, until a few months ago, when two friends of her uncle Ralph Smith from South 
Africa, came to announce he asked them to take care of his closest relatives. One the two men, Carruthers, is affable. He offers Violet an excellent 

wage (£100 a year) to live in his house and teach music to his daughter, and he seems to grow fond of the young woman. 

The other one, Woodley, is rough and makes unwanted advances. He even grabbed her and demanded a kiss, precipitating expulsion by his host, 
Carruthers. Holmes asks me to visit Farnham and collect information, figures out that the stalking cyclist disappears by hiding in a hedge along the 
property of Mr. Williamson, a defrocked clergyman, whose residence is known as a place of debauchery, regularly visited by Woodley.  (continued)

4.  “The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist” 



(“SOLI” cont.) The next day, Holmes gets a letter from Violet, informing him she's about to leave Carruthers's home to live permanently in London. 
She feels uncomfortable since she had to turn down Carruthers's proposal, and since Woodley has returned as rude as ever. Holmes goes to Surrey 

himself, and gets into a fight in a pub; when he returns and tells Watson what happened, he considers his experience in Surrey to be hilarious.

We rush to Farnham, where we catch the mysterious cyclist, who turns out to be Carruthers, who is trying to protect Violet. The three of us 
unfortunately arrive too late to stop Violet's abduction. When we find her, she's been forcibly married to Woodley by Williamson. Holmes has no 
doubt this marriage can be annulled. He explains Carruthers and Woodley came back from South Africa to try to get Violet to marry one of them.

As her uncle was about to die, she was going to inherit a fortune. The two men would share the money. Carruthers's love for Violet estranged the 
two accomplices and Woodley resorted to criminal action with Williamson’s aid. Heavy penalties await Woodley and Williamson, but Carruthers 

gets a few months due to Woodley's less-than-savory reputation.

4.  “The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist” 



Thorneycroft Huxtable, the founder and director of the very select Priory School, contacts me for help. One of his students, the young Lord Saltire, 
son of the very rich and powerful Duke of Holdernesse, is missing. The child, who had been living with his father, hadn't been happy. He had been 

longing for his mother, who had left home. 

He had received a letter from his father the day before his disappearance. The Duke does not think his estranged wife has anything to do with his 
son's disappearance, nor has there been a ransom demand.  The boys in the next room hadn’t heard any noise, and the young Lord’s window was 
open. Suspicions have focused on Herr Heidegger, the German master, who disappeared from the school, along with his bicycle, on the same day. 

We head to the Duke's castle in Mackleton, and learn the Duke's secretary, James Wilder, had posted the letter. As he examines a map, the detective 
also deduces the child and his kidnapper must have fled through the moor. Inspecting the marsh, we find two sets of tire prints in two different 

places, one set of which was made by Heidegger’s bicycle. We  also discover the teacher’s body, killed by a blow to the head. (continued)

5. “The Adventure of the Priory School” 



(“PRIO” cont) We reach an isolated inn, the Fighting Cock Inn, run by Reuben Hayes, and I figure out the child has been taken and kept here. His 
deduction is reinforced when he sees Wilder rushing to this inn on a bike. The detective then visits the Duke and accuses him of having planned his 

own child’s abduction. Holmes demands a cheque for £6000, saying that he has earned the reward. 

The actual mastermind of this crime is James Wilder, who has a terrible secret: he is the illegitimate son of the Duke. But Holdernesse denies that, 
confessing he only covered Wilder's misdeeds, because the secretary is actually his illegitimate son. The young man is doing everything he can to 

ruin his father’s life and blackmail the Duke into leaving him the fortune. 

He trapped his hated half-brother by slipping a note in the letter he posted, asking him to meet his mother outside the school. When he saw the boy 
leave, Heidegger rushed behind to protect him, but was killed by Hayes who was here, engaged by Wilder, to kidnap the child. All ends well, except 

for Hayes, who faces the gallows. 

5. “The Adventure of the Priory School” 



Peter Carey, a former whale fisher nicknamed "Black Peter" by his crew because of his dark moods, was living in Forest Row with the wife and 
daughter he often abused when he was drunk. He’s been murdered in the shed he built in his garden, where he used to sleep, his corpse pierced in 

the chest by a harpoon. 

Holmes has determined it would take a great deal of strength and skill to run a man through with a harpoon and embed it in the wall behind him. 
Hopkins, a young police inspector who admires Holmes, contacts the detective because he’s at his wit’s end on this case. All he found to go on is two 

rum glasses, a sealskin tobacco pouch with the initials P.C. inside, and a bloodstained notebook containing figures in front of the initials JHN. 

The only clue from an eyewitness comes from a stonemason named Slater, who says he saw the shadow of a head on the blind in one of Carey’s 
cabin windows, and he is sure it was not Carey. As we inspect the crime scene, Holmes notices the door has been unsuccessfully tampered with, so 

we decide to lie in ambush that night, presuming the thief will come back with better tools.  (continued)

6. “The Adventure of Black Peter” 



(“BLAC” cont.) And indeed, we catch a young man who breaks in to look at an account book. His name is John Hopley Neligan, and he’s the son of a 
long-missing, failed banker. His father had sailed to Norway on a yacht with a box of securities and never returned. However, some of those 

securities reappeared on the London market few months ago, sold by Carey. 

Neligan came to ask for explanations, but claims Carey was dead upon his arrival. Hopkins, unconvinced, arrests Neligan for the murder. Holmes, 
realizing the frail young man couldn’t have committed the murder, goes back to London and, under the name of Captain Basil, sends a telegram to 

recruit sailors. Three men show at his house. Holmes handcuffs Patrick Cairns, a harpooner, who immediately confesses to the murder. 

In 1883, he saw Carey kill the Neligan and steal the securities. The captain retired and Cairns searched for him to claim his share. He met him in the 
shed, argued, and impaled Carey with the harpoon. Cairns had left his tobacco pouch in the shed. The rum was another clue. Holmes was sure  the 
rum indicated the killer was a seaman. Neligan is released and the securities returned to him, although the ones Carey sold cannot be recovered. 

6. “The Adventure of Black Peter” 



Charles-Augustus Milverton is a professional blackmailer whose methodology is to buy letters which compromise people of wealth or position and 
then press them for large sums of money. He has achieved a fortune this way. I, although repelled by this man, has been hired by Lady Brackwell, 

who is shortly to be married, to negotiate with Milverton in order to get back compromising letters she had written to a young man years ago. 

Milverton demands £7,000 for return of the letters. Unfortunately, my attempt at negotiation fails, so I decide to infiltrate Milverton's house. 
Disguised as a plumber, I spend several days there and even gets engaged to the housemaid in order to get information and access. Finally, one 

night, thinking the way is clear, I decide to burgle Milverton's home, Appledore Towers, accompanied by Watson. 

The letters are locked in a safe in Milverton's study, next to the room where he's supposed to be sleeping. But Milverton arrives in his study, and the 
we have just time enough to hide behind the curtains. Milverton has a late appointment with a woman who pretends she has letters to sell, but 

reveals herself to be a former victim of his.  (continued)

7. “The Adventure of Charles Augustus Milverton” 



(“CHAS” cont) She shoots the blackmailer dead and leaves. Watson instinctively begins to rush out and stop the shooting, but I restrain him. I 
understand, and Watson instantly realizes, "that it was no affair of ours; that justice had overtaken a villain..." 

Immediately we rush to open the safe and throw all the letters into the fireplace while the household staff attempts to break into the room, and we 
only just manage to escape before being caught. 

The next day, Lestrade comes and asks me to help him in the Milverton's murder case; giving the description of the men the servants witnessed 
fleeing. I ironically retort one of them corresponds to a description of Watson and refuses. Later, I show Watson her photograph displayed in a shop-

window among those of other celebrities. Watson recognizes the name of her famous husband, but I signal silence with a finger to my lips. 

7. “The Adventure of Charles Augustus Milverton” 



Lestrade stops by to ask Holmes's opinion about a strange case: Someone is breaking into houses in London only to smash inexpensive plaster busts 
of Napoleon. Those casts all come from the same shop. One was shattered in Morse Hudson’s shop, and two others, sold by Hudson to a Dr. 

Barnicot, were smashed after the doctor’s house and branch office had been burgled. 

The next day, a telegram from the inspector invites us to head to the home of a reporter, Horace Harker. Another bust has been smashed, this one 
purchased from a different merchant, named Harding.  This time, however, we also found the corpse of a murdered man. The victim, of unknown 

identity, had a photograph of a rather ape-ish-looking man in the dead man’s pocket.  

At the first shop, owned by a Mr. Hudson, we learn the three busts he sold came from Gelder's factory, and the merchant recognizes the man in the 
photograph: His name is Beppo, a former employee of his who had left only days before.  Gelder tells us the busts he sold to Hudson and Harding —

six in all — were from the same batch. (continued)

8. “The Adventure of the Six Napoleons” 



(“SIXN” cont.) He, too, recognizes Beppo, who had worked at his factory months earlier, before being sent to jail for stabbing a man in a fight. 
Finally, Harding gives the detective the names of the buyers of the three last busts: Harker, Brown and Sandford. In the meantime, Lestrade has 

established the identity of the murdered man, Pietro Venucci, a Mafia killer. 

Holmes convinces the inspector to lie in ambush before Brown's house. There, they catch Beppo who had come to steal and smash another bust. 
Holmes considers the case is not over. Holmes offers £10 to the owner of the last existing bust, making him sign a document transferring all rights 

and ownership of the bust to Holmes. 

After the seller left, Holmes smashes the bust and among the shards is a gem, the Borgia black pearl, which was stolen months ago by Lucrecia 
Venucci, Pietro's sister. Beppo got received the pearl, and before he was jailed, hid it in a bust from a drying batch. Once released, he tracked those 

busts in order to find the pearl. He was tailed by Venucci, who was after the pearl, and when the two men met at Harker's, Venucci was killed. 

8. “The Adventure of the Six Napoleons” 



We are staying in a university town where I am doing research into early English charters, when Professor Hilton Soames, a lecturer at the College 
of St Luke's, brings a case to me, relying on my discretion. Soames had been reviewing galley proofs of a passage of Greek to be translated during an 

examination for the important Fortescue Scholarship. 

He left his study and when he returned he found that Bannister, his servant, had accidentally left his keys in the lock, and that the papers had 
disturbed in such a way as to make it clear that the passage had been at least partially copied. Bannister is devastated and collapses on a chair, but 

swears he did not touch the papers. 

The thief left clues, such as shavings from a pencil, a cut in the leather surface of the desk, and a small ball of black stuff. Inspecting the lecturer's 
bedroom, I find another ball of dough, and deduce the thief hid there when he heard Soames coming back. Three students, scheduled to take the 
exam, live above the study, and any of them could have seen the keys when using the staircase and be tempted to copy the galleys.  (continued)

9. “The Adventure of the Three Students” 



(“3STU” cont) . Gilchrist is an excellent student and an athlete, Ras is a serious and peaceful Indian fellow, and McLaren is brilliant, but lazy and 
dissipated. I visit them to check their pencils and their heights.  The next day, as they head back to the college, I tell Watson I have solved the 

mystery. I ask Soames to fetch Gilchrist and accuse him in Bannister's presence. The young man falls apart as I explain what happened. 

He is tall enough to have seen the papers on the desk as he passed the window when coming back from athletic training holding his muddy shoes. 
Climbing the stairs, he saw the keys in the lock and couldn't resist the temptation to enter and copy the translation. When he heard Soames come 

back, he hid in the bedroom. I had also identified the blobs as the special clay found in the long-jump pit, further implicating Gilchrist.

Then Bannister, who had known Gilchrist since childhood, and was his father’s butler,  helped him escape, convincing the young man he could not 
benefit from his actions. Gilchrist had already decided not to take part in the examination and to leave to take a commission in the Rhodesian Police. 

9. “The Adventure of the Three Students” 



On a stormy night, Inspector Hopkins turns up at our home to consult on a strange case: Professor Coram, an old invalid, lived in an isolated house in 
Yoxley Old Place in Kent with his secretary Willoughby Smith, who was helping him write a book. Coram had dismissed his previous two secretaries. 

The young man was found murdered in the professor's study, while the professor was still in bed. 

The housemaid heard a hoarse scream and found Smith dying, his carotid artery cut, with a pince-nez clutched in his hand.  Smith’s last words were:  
“The professor; it was she." Examining the glasses, Holmes determines they belong to a woman of good breeding, with a remarkably thick nose, and 

who is extremely short-sighed. 

The next day, Holmes meets Professor Coram, who claims to be totally unable to understand the murder, and then interviews the household and 
inspects the premises. In the study, he notices a recent scratch on the bureau, and reasons that the murderer intended to access its contents. 

(continued)

10. “The Adventure of the Golden Pince-Nez” 



(“GOLD” cont.) That afternoon, the detective tells the professor he has solved the mystery: A woman came in the study to steal documents, but was 
caught by Smith who tried to grab her. She hit him with a random object, which turned out to be a knife, and killed him.  Then she ran away, but 

having lost her glasses, she took a wrong turn and ended up in Coram's bedroom. 

The old man recognized her and helped her hide in a cupboard Holmes then opens. The woman gets out and admits Holmes is right. She's Anna 
Coram, the professor's wife. Both of them are Russian and had belonged to a revolutionary and nihilist group that killed a police officer. Coram 

betrayed his companions and his wife and they were sent to Siberia while he emigrated to England. 

Among the prisoners was a man, Alexis, whom Anna loved and was innocent. When Anna was released, she came to England to get the papers 
exonerating Alexis, knowing her husband had them. She was looking for them when Smith found her. She entrusts Holmes with those papers, 

guessing he's a man of honor, and swallows a phial of deadly poison. 

10. “The Adventure of the Golden Pince-Nez” 



Cyril Overton, Cambridge student and rugby team skipper, comes and see us at Baker Street on the advice of Inspector Stanley Hopkins. Godfrey 
Staunton, the irreplaceable three quarter of the team, is missing on the eve of a major match against Oxford. Overton had already wired to 

Staunton's only remaining family - his uncle, Lord Mount-James - but the rich old man hasn't replied. 

In any case, the young man didn't get on with his miserly uncle, who kept him in poverty.  I interviewed the hotel porter who tells us Staunton had 
seemed a bit pale and bothered earlier in the day, but late in the evening, a rough-looking, bearded man came to the hotel with a note for Staunton 

which, judging from his reaction, contained rather devastating news. 

At six o'clock, the porter had brought Staunton a telegram, and he saw Staunton write a reply. Staunton told the porter that he would send it 
himself.  By dint of a little trickery at the post office, I learn the telegram has been sent to a Doctor Leslie Armstrong in Cambridge. (continued) 

11. “The Adventure of the Missing Three-Quarter” 



(“MISS” cont) I therefore decide to visit the physician, who turns out to be Staunton’s trusted friend; we are coldly received, the doctor fearing we 
were hired by Lord Mount-James. We check into an inn in front of the Armstrong house to monitor his actions. A man in the yard before the inn tells 

me Armstrong, although not in actual medical practice, regularly rides in his brougham out into the country somewhere. 

The round trip seems to take about three hours, so I try to tail the doctor, but lose him. Furthermore, the doctor, who spotted me, sends a telegram 
enjoining me to go back to London. The next day, I pour aniseed on Armstrong's carriage wheels so that, using a dog (Pompey), we can track him to 

his destination. We arrive at a house, where we find Staunton in tears, kneeling beside his just-deceased wife. 

A year ago, they had married in secret so as not to cause Staunton to be disinherited by Lord Mount-James. Unfortunately, she contracted 
consumption. Staunton suffered during all the months when, to keep the marriage secret, he had to continue playing rugby and wasn't able to be at 

her side. When the end was near, the young woman's father picked him up and Staunton had rushed to her without a second thought.

11. “The Adventure of the Missing Three-Quarter” 



On a winter morning, Holmes and I go off to Abbey Grange, in Kent, in response to a request for help from Inspector Stanley Hopkins. It appears 
during a burglary, Sir Eustace Brackenstall had been killed by a blow to the head. Holmes interviews Lady Mary Brackenstall, a young Australian, 

who has been unhappily married to Sir Eustace, who was a drunkard and an abusive husband, for the past year. 

She tells him three men broke into the house as she entered the dining room and tied and gagged her, and they killed Sir Eustace with a poker blow 
when he came, alerted by the noise. They took few pieces of silverware and each drank a glass of wine before they ran away. Her testimony 

suggests the burglary is the work of the Randalls, a gang of burglars known to have been operating in the region lately. 

Sir Eustace's corpse is still lying at the murder scene. Hopkins tells Holmes some unsavoury things about Sir Eustace: He poured petroleum over his 
wife's dog and set it alight, and once threw a decanter at the maid, Theresa. Holmes also has a chat with Theresa, Lady Brackenstall maid since 

childhood, who tells she didn't hear anything until her mistress screamed. (continued)

12. “The Adventure of the Abbey Grange”



(“ABBE” cont.) Holmes is puzzled by some facts that don't fit with the story - the knots around Lady Mary's wrists were nautical, and only one of the 
wineglasses has beeswing in it - and comes to the conclusion the two women lied, but they stick to their version. Holmes, after examining the bell-

rope, notes that if it was tugged hard enough to tear it down, the bell would have rung in the kitchen, and asks why nobody heard it. 

We return to London and visit the shipping office of the Adelaide-Southampton line, to get information about the crew that had travelled from 
Australia to England with Lady Mary. He summons an officer named Jack Crocker, who finally admits he's guilty for the murder. He's in love with 

Lady Mary, and had recently seen Theresa, who told him about her mistress's miserable fate. He decided to go to the Abbey Grange to comfort her. 

Sir Eustace caught them and attempted to beat his wife. Crocker unintentionally killed him during a struggle. With the help of Theresa, they decided 
to conceal the manslaughter. Crocker doesn't want to Mary jailed, so takes full responsibility. Touched by his honesty, we decide not to denounce 

him and let the official version be considered as truth, guessing true justice and law wouldn't run along the same lines on this case. 

12. “The Adventure of the Abbey Grange” 



Lord Bellinger, a former prime minister, and Trelawney Hope, Secretary for European Affairs, show up at Baker Street about a case they want 
neither the police nor the public to be aware of. A critically important letter from a foreign potentate, which Hope had been keeping in his personal 

safe, has disappeared. 

I know of three international secret agents who would be interested in obtaining this document: Oberstein, La Rothière and Eduardo Lucas. I 
therefore intend to question them, but learn Lucas has been murdered in his home. Meanwhile, Lady Hilda, Hope's wife, visits me and begs to reveal 

to her the contents of the letter. I had promised the officials I would keep the secret, so I refuse , which leaves Lady Hilda desperate. 

A few days later, the press reveals Lucas lead a double life and shared his time between London and Paris, where he was called Henri Fournaye and 
was married to a very jealous woman. She'd been seen around Lucas's home the night he was murdered and is naturally suspected.  (continued) 

13. “The Adventure of the Second Stain” 



(“SECO” cont)  Lestrade asks me to come to Lucas's home to see something that puzzles the inspector: The blood stain on the carpet and the one on 
the floor don't match. The carpet has then been turned round after the murder, which, I point out, means the constable must have let someone come 

in the house. While Lestrade interviews the constable, I inspect the floor and find an empty box in a cavity under the floor.

I return it to its hiding place before Lestrade re-enters the room with the constable, who confesses he left a young woman alone a little while in the 
room.  I then go and see Lady Hilda and enjoin her to hand the stolen letter over to me. She bursts into tears and explains Lucas was blackmailing 

her and demanded she give him the letter he knew Hope was hiding. 

Owning a key to the safe, she complied, but saw where the scoundrel hid the letter. When she heard he had been murdered, she rushed to Lucas's 
house and tricked the constable in order to get the document back. I help Lady Hilda, by replacing the letter and convincing Hope that it never 

actually left the safe. 

13. “The Adventure of the Second Stain” 



Publish Date Chronological Date
1 STUD A Study in Scarlet Beeton's Christmas Annual, London: Ward, Lock & Co. 1887 Fri, Mar 4 – Mon, Mar 7, 1881
2 SIGN The Sign of Four Philadelphia: Lippincott's Monthly Magazine, February, 1890 Tue, Sep 18 – Fri, Sep 21, 1888

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes London: George Newnes, Limited 1892
1 SCAN A Scandal in Bohemia The Strand Magazine, Jul 1891 Fri, May 20 – Sun, May 22, 1887
2 REDH The Red-Headed League The Strand Magazine, Aug 1891 Sat, Oct 29 – Sun, Oct, 30, 1887
3 IDEN A Case of Identity The Strand Magazine, Sep 1891 Tue, Oct 18 – Wed, Oct 19, 1887
4 BOSC The Boscombe Valley Mystery The Strand Magazine, Oct 1891 Sat, Jun 8 -- Sun, Jun 9, 1889
5 FIVE The Adventure of the Five Orange Pips The Strand Magazine, Nov 1891 Thu, Sep 29 – Fri, Sep 30, 1887
6 TWIS The Man with the Twisted Lip The Strand Magazine, Dec 1891 Sat, Jun 18 – Sun, Jun 19, 1887
7 BLUE The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle The Strand Magazine, Jan 1892 Tue, Dec 27, 1887
8 SPEC The Adventure of the Speckled Band The Strand Magazine, Feb 1892 Fri, Apr 6, 1883
9 ENGR The Adventure of the Engineer's Thumb The Strand Magazine, Mar 1892 Sat, Sep 7 – Sun, Sep 8, 1889

10 NOBL The Adventure of the Noble Bachelor The Strand Magazine, Apr 1892 Fri, Oct 8, 1886
11 BERY The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet The Strand Magazine, May 1892 Fri, Dec 19 – Sat, Dec 20, 1890
12 COPP The Adventure of the Copper Beeches The Strand Magazine, Jun 1892 Fri, Apr 5 – Sat, Apr 20, 1889

The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes London, George Newnes, Limited 1894
1 SILV The Adventure of Silver Blaze The Strand Magazine, Dec 1892 Thu, Sep 25 and Tue, Sep 30, 1890
2 CARD The Adventure of the Cardboard Box The Strand Magazine, Jan 1893 Sat, Aug 31 – Mon, Sep 2, 1889
3 YELL The Adventure of the Yellow Face The Strand Magazine, Feb 1893 Sat, Apr 7, 1888
4 STOC The Adventure of the Stockbroker's Clerk The Strand Magazine, Mar 1893 Sat, Jun 15, 1889
5 GLOR The Adventure of the Gloria Scott The Strand Magazine, Apr 1893 Sun, Jul 12 – Tue, Aug 4 & Tue, Sep 22, 1874
6 MUSG The Adventure of the Musgrave Ritual The Strand Magazine, May 1893 Thu, Oct 2, 1879
7 REIG The Adventure of the Reigate Squire The Strand Magazine, Jun 1893 Thu, Apr 14 – Tue, Apr 26, 1887
8 CROO The Adventure of the Crooked Man The Strand Magazine, Jul 1893 Wed, Sep 11 – Thu, Sep 12, 1889
9 RESI The Adventure of the Resident Patient The Strand Magazine, Aug 1893 Wed, Oct 6 – Thu, Oct 7, 1886

10 GREE The Adventure of the Greek Interpreter The Strand Magazine, Sep 1893 Wed, Sep 12, 1888
11 NAVA The Adventure of the Naval Treaty The Strand Magazine, Oct-Nov 1893 Tue, Jul 30 – Thu, Aug 1, 1889
12 FINA The Final Problem The Strand Magazine, Dec 1893 Fri, Apr 24 – Mon, May 4, 1891
3 HOUN The Hound of the Baskervilles The Strand Magazine, Aug 1901 – April, 1902 Tue, Sep 25 – Sat, Oct 20, 1888

The Return of Sherlock Holmes London, George Newnes, Ltd 1905
1 EMPT The Adventure of the Empty House The Strand Magazine, Oct 1903 Thu, Apr 5, 1894
2 NORW The Adventure of the Norwood Builder The Strand Magazine, Nov, 1903 Tue, Aug 20 – Wed, Aug 21, 1895
3 DANC The Adventure of the Dancing Men The Strand Magazine, Dec 1903 Wed, Jul 27 – Wed, Aug 10 & Sat, Aug 13, 1898



Publish Date Chronological Date
4 SOLI The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist The Strand Magazine, Jan 1904 Sat, Apr 13 – Sat, Apr 20, 1895
5 PRIO The Adventure of the Priory School The Strand Magazine, Feb 1904 Thu, May 16 – Sat, May 18, 1901
6 BLAC The Adventure of Black Peter The Strand Magazine, Mar 1904 Wed, Jul 3 – Fri, Jul 5, 1895
7 CHAS The Adventure of Charles Augustus Milverton The Strand Magazine, Apr 1904 Thu, Jan 5 – Sat, Jan 14, 1899
8 SIXN The Adventure of the Six Napoleons The Strand Magazine, May 1904 Fri, Jun 8 – Sun, Jun 10, 1900
9 3STU The Adventure of the Three Students The Strand Magazine, Jun 1904 Fri, Apr 5 – Sat, Apr 6, 1895

10 GOLD The Adventure of the Golden Pince-Nez The Strand Magazine, Jul 1904 Wed, Nov 14 – Thu, Nov 15, 1894
11 MISS The Adventure of the Missing Three-Quarter The Strand Magazine, Aug 1904 Tue, Dec 8 – Thu, Dec 10, 1896
12 ABBE The Adventure of the Abbey Grange The Strand Magazine, Sep 1904 Sat, Jan 23, 1897
13 SECO The Adventure of the Second Stain The Strand Magazine, Dec 1904 Tue, Oct 12 – Fri, Oct 15, 1886

His Last Bow London: John Murray, 1917
1 WIST The Adventure of Wisteria Lodge The Strand Magazine, Sep & Oct 1908 Mon, Mar 24 – Sat, Mar 29, 1890
2 BRUC The Adventure of the Bruce-Partington Plans The Strand Magazine, Dec 1908 Thu, Nov 21 – Sat, Nov 23, 1895
3 DEVI The Adventure of the Devil's Foot The Strand Magazine, Dec 1910 Tue, Mar 16 – Sat, Mar 20, 1897
4 REDC The Adventure of the Red Circle The Strand Magazine, Mar-Apr 1911 Wed, Sep 24 – Thu, Sep 25, 1902
5 LADY Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax The Strand Magazine, Dec 1911 Tue, Jul 1 – Fri, Jul 18, 1902
6 DYIN The Adventure of the Dying Detective The Strand Magazine, Dec 1913 Sat, Nov 19, 1887
7 LAST His Last Bow: The War Service of Sherlock Holmes The Strand Magazine, Sep 1917 Sun, Aug 2, 1914
4 VALL The Valley of Fear The Strand Magazine, Sep – Dec 1914 Sat, Jan 7 – Sun, Jan 8, 1888

Casebook of Sherlock Holmes London: John Murray 1927
1 MAZA The Adventure of the Mazarin Stone The Strand Magazine, Oct 1921 Summer, 1903 (one day)
2 THOR The Problem of Thor Bridge The Strand Magazine, Feb-Mar 1922 Thu, Oct 4 – Fri, Oct 5, 1900
3 CREE The Adventure of the Creeping Man The Strand Magazine, Mar 1923 Sun, Sep 6 – Mon, Sep 14 & Tue, Sep 22, 1903
4 SUSS The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire The Strand Magazine, Jan 1924 Thu, Nov 19 – Sat, Nov 21, 1896
5 3GAR The Adventure of the Three Garridebs The Strand Magazine, Jan 1925 Thu, Jun 26 – Fri, Jun 27, 1902
6 ILLU The Adventure of the Illustrious Client The Strand Magazine, Feb-Mar 1925 Wed, Sep 3 – Tue, Sep 16, 1902
7 3GAB The Adventure of the Three Gables The Strand Magazine, Oct 1926 Tue, May 26 – Wed, May 27, 1903
8 BLAN The Adventure of the Blanched Soldier The Strand Magazine, Nov 1926 Wed, Jan 7 – Mon, Jan 12, 1903
9 LION The Adventure of the Lion's Mane The Strand Magazine, Dec 1926 Tue, Jul 27 – Thu, Aug 3, 1909

10 RETI The Adventure of the Retired Colourman The Strand Magazine, Jan 1927 Thu, Jul 28 – Sat, Jul 30, 1898
11 VEIL The Adventure of the Veiled Lodger The Strand Magazine, Feb 1927 Oct, 1896 (one day)
12 SHOS The Adventure of Shoscombe Old Place The Strand Magazine, Apr 1927 Tue, May 6 – Wed, May 7, 1902



Yes, but we’ll be back 
with another topic 

soon…
So we have completed 

topic 400d in our series… 



Original Source Material for this topic:

1) The Arthur Conan Doyle Encyclopedia:  http://www.arthur-conan-doyle.com
2) The Sherlock Holmes Chronology:  http://www.diogenes-

club.com/hoybaringgould.htm

http://www.arthur-conan-doyle.com/
http://www.diogenes-club.com/hoybaringgould.htm
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