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Welcome to topic number 57…  In “The 
Adventure of the Sussex Vampire, “The 

Adventure of the Illustrious Client,” and “The 
Adventure of the Three Gables,” we 

investigate 3 different vampire-like creatures.



These three stories, all first 
published between 1924 and 
1926, include references to 
beings who survive off the 

essence of others and appeared 
in print about twenty-five years 
after Bram Stoker’s Dracula. 



The concept of the vampire — an 
individual who achieves immortality 
by living off of others’ blood or 
energy — can be traced back to 

ancient civilizations and appears in 
some form in most cultures. 



The basic characteristics include an 
eternal life sustained through “feasting” 
on others, which have included babies, 

young girls, humans in general, or 
sometimes animals. 



Theories suggest these legends were 
used to explain epidemics that wiped out 
whole families or villages (such as the 
plague or tuberculosis), disfiguration of 

corpses as part of decomposition…



…and fear of particularly evil or 
hated figures after death (“sightings” 
of the individual occurring in dreams 

or on the street). 



Such creatures were dealt with 
by exhuming the body, disarming 

it with a stake through the 
heart or stone in the mouth, or 
at times, burning the corpse.



A renewal of “vampire craze” 
developed in the early 1700s with 
the publication of several tales of 
dead or spurned lovers returning to 

drink the blood of their former 
object of affection…



…and often served as morality 
tales describing the tensions 

between heathens and Christians.



The standard for contemporary 
vampire lore, however, was set 
with the publication of Dracula. 



This story followed the elements of gothic 
fiction popular at the time, combining a remote 

location with an ominous setting (such as a 
decaying house), and a supernatural creature. 



Of the many themes in the book, 
the incursion of foreign elements—in 
particular monsters—into Britain…



…was shared with other 
authors of the time, including 
Rudyard Kipling and Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle. 



That Stoker and Conan Doyle 
shared similar ideas is not 

surprising in that they traveled in 
the same literary circles, which 

also involved authors such as Oscar 
Wilde and William Butler Yeats.



This group even 
collaborated in a serial 

novel The Fate of Fenella, 
published in 1892.



Their friendship was also shared 
through mutual admiration of each 
other’s works as seen in the letter 
Doyle wrote to Stoker in 1897, 

praising Dracula and Stoker’s interview 
of Conan Doyle published in 1907.



Some critics have gone so far 
to suggest the three stories in 

the canon pay tribute to 
Stoker in various ways. 



“The Adventure of the Sussex 
Vampire” references Transylvania and 
aspects of vampire lore as presented 

by Stoker.



The “Adventure of the Illustrious 
Client” contains numerous names, 
places and events that hint back 

to Stoker’s work.



“The Adventure of the Three Gables” 
describes the villainess, Isadora Klein, 
as a woman who retains youth, beauty, 

and finances at the expense of her 
lovers who sicken and die—a fate 
similar to Dracula’s female victims.



In six vampire-like stories Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle penned before Dracula, a 

variety of villains feed off others’ 
essence, including a giant Venus 
flytrap (“The American’s Tale)…



…a specter that lures a ship captain onto 
an ice floe to feast on his energy (“The 
Captain of the Pole-Star”), three villains 
with powers to control others and extract 

their spirit (“John Barrington Cowles,” 
“The Winning Shot,” and “The Parasite”)…



…and an Egyptian who achieved 
immortality, only to spend his 
days seeking a way to end it 

(“The Ring of Toth”).



These nine stories serve as further 
indication of Conan Doyle’s interest in 

spiritualism and the supernatural and his 
departure from the attitude and beliefs 

expressed by is his own creation. 



For myself, tales of beings who 
drain others for their own survival 

are “rubbish.”



Despite Doyle’s own 
preferences, in my mind and 

world, “no ghosts need apply.”



Yes, but we’ll be back 
with another topic 

soon…
So we have completed 
topic 57 in our series… 
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