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MORE RAPID THAN EAGLES
“reckless youngsters who were as elated as if it were a
deer-hunt” [VALL]
Every fortnight, the Fay/Mason team drops a
series of panels in a shared drive for us, giving
us something to consider for the "Baker Street
Elementary" entry here on the site.

incomplete (how very 2020!), as there were only
five connections to Santa's famous reindeer we
could find, rather than the full eight (or nine, if
you prefer):

And every fortnight, we look forward to the
challenge it presents, as we craft an essay that
in some way makes a connection to the Canon.

• Dasher: "he had availed himself of a cab so he
could loiter behind or dash past them and so
escape their notice." [HOUN]
• Dancer: "Round and round the room she
danced, her hands clapping, her dark eyes
gleaming with delighted wonder" [REDC]
• Prancer: "In an instant it reared up upon its
hind legs with a snort of rage, and pranced
and tossed in a way that would have unseated
any but a most skillful rider." [STUD]
• Vixen: "A haze lay low upon the farthest skyline, out of which jutted the fantastic shapes
of Belliver and Vixen Tor" [HOUN]

Occasionally, it's a small bit of scholarship,
other times it's a historical look at the
scholarship of others, and possibly it's just an
observation.
A trifle, if you will.
At this point, we're out of steam—it was a
challenging year for all.
So, we must leave you with an effort that feels

MORE RAPID THAN EAGLES
“reckless youngsters who were as elated as if it were a
deer-hunt” [VALL] (continued)

• Comet: "Then Sherlock Holmes cocked his eye
at me, leaning back on the cushions with a
pleased and yet critical face, like a
connoisseur who has just taken his first sip
of a comet vintage."[STOC]
• Cupid: "Lord St. Simon, who has shown
himself for over twenty years proof against
the little god’s arrows, has now definitely
announced his approaching marriage with Miss
Hatty Doran, the fascinating daughter of a
California millionaire." [NOBL]
• Donner: "Not only was his body that of a giant
but everything about him was grotesque,
gigantic, and terrifying. His voice was like
thunder in our little house." [REDC]
• Blitzen: " ‘Very good.’ He suddenly sprang up,

and darting like lightning across the room he
flung open the door." [ENGR]
And for the completists out there, Rich
Krisciunas suggested this:
• Rudolph: "A red-veined nose jutted out like a
vulture's beak, and two fierce gray eyes
glared at me from under tufted brows."
[BLAN]
On behalf of the team at I Hear of Sherlock
Everywhere and Baker Street Elementary, we
have the honor of wishing you compliments of
the season.
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STAMFORD, CAN YOU NAME
SANTA’S EIGHT REINDEER ?
NO MA’AM I CAN’T… THEY
ALREADY HAVE NAMES…
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FIRST, THERE IS DASHER, THE
FASTEST IN THE HERD… BUT HE
HAS A HABIT INTO RUNNING INTO
CHIMNEYS ON THE ROOF-TOPS…

DANCER IS THE MOST
EXTROVERTED…

PRANCER IS VERY VAIN, WITH
HIGH SPRINGY STEPS…

VIXEN… WELL SINCE
THIS IS A GRADESCHOOL CLASS, WE’LL
SKIP OVER HIM…

COMET, NOT VERY POPULAR WITH THE
DINOSAURS, I WOULD GUESS…

CUPID HAS A SECOND
CAREER WHICH KEEPS
HIM BUSY IN FEBRUARY

DONNER, OR ‘DUNDER’ WHICH
MEANS THUNDER… HE’S KINDA
GRUMPY AND VERY LOUD…

BLITZEN LIKES ALCOHOL
JUST A LITTLE TOO
MUCH…

AND WHAT DOES A REINDER SAY RIGHT
BEFORE HE TELLS YOU A JOKE…

THIS ONE’S GOING TO
SLEIGH YOU…

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS…

