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WE HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR
“I ain’t afeared of anything on this side o’ the grave”
[STUD]
If there's one constant about what moves
men and women it is fear.
Fear of the gods and fear of Achilles' anger
was the basis of The Iliad.
The Old Testament of the Biblefeatures a
God that is vengeful and is to be feared by
his believers.
The Gothic tales of Frankenstein, Dracula,
and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde all trade on our
fears—real or imagined.
The Sherlock Holmes stories as a whole are
classified as mysteries, and a number of
them contain elements of fear as part of

the plot.
From the Avenging Angels of A Study in
Scarlet to the savage Tonga in The Sign of
Four, we're introduced to unknown and
unfamiliar elements, making us unsure and
afraid.
By the time we reach the short stories,
there are plenty of things to fear: the
unseen hand of the KKK in "The Five Orange
Pips," Jephro Rucastle'shardened grin of
rage and threat to throw Miss Hunter to
the mastiff in "The Copper Beeches," and
the hostage situation at The Myrtles in
"The Greek Interpreter," to name a few.
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Conan Doyle had a way with words, and from
the descriptions of houses to the settings
of nature, he was able to effectively make
us feel just as terrified as his characters.
Take this scene in "The Speckled Band" with
this exchange between Sherlock Holmes and
Helen Stoner:
“I am glad to see that Mrs.
Hudson has had the good sense to light
the fire. Pray draw up to it, and I shall
order you a cup of hot coffee, for I

observe that you are shivering.”
“It is not cold which makes me
shiver,” said the woman in a low voice,
changing her seat as requested.
“What, then?”
“It is fear, Mr. Holmes. It is
terror.”
And you must be made of stone if the hair
on the back of your neck didn't rise at this
exchange in The Hound of the Baskervilles:
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“He said that there were no traces
upon the ground round the body. He did
not observe any. But I did—some little
distance off, but fresh and clear.”
“Footprints?”
“Footprints.”
“A man’s or a woman’s?”
Dr. Mortimer looked strangely at us
for an instant, and his voice sank
almost to a whisper as he answered:—
“Mr. Holmes, they were the footprints
of a gigantic hound!”
Other stories based on fear, terror, and

dread of the unknown that immediately
spring to mind: "Wisteria Lodge," "The
Sussex Vampire," "The Blanched Soldier,"
"The Devil's Foot," and "The Creeping Man."
Oh, and let's not forget an entire novel
called The Valley of Fear.
Perhaps you have others to name.
Meanwhile, let's see just what it is that's
scaring the boys at Baker Street
Elementary...
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I SAW A SPIDER THIS MORNING… I AM SO
AFRAID OF THOSE EIGHT-LEGGED MONSTERS…
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YOU SUFFER FROM WHAT
EXPERTS CALL
‘ARACHNOPHOBIA’, GREGSON…

HEIGHTS SCARE ME TO DEATH…
I CAN’T EVEN CLIMB UP A TREE…

THAT WOULD BE
‘ACROPHOBIA,’ LESTRADE…

I CAN’T STAND CLIMBING STAIRS…
WATSON, THAT MIGHT BE
WHAT I REFER TO AS
‘CLIMACOPHOBIA…’ YOU MIGHT
WANT TO GET OVER THAT ONE…

MY DOCTOR CAME UP WITH A TERM… HE
SAYS I SUFFER FROM ‘PANOPHOBIA…’
WHAT IS THAT ?
I’M SCARED OF EVERYTHING…

