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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

• 85th anniversary of death

• What kind of man

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last week was the 84 anniversary of the death of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.  
What kind of man was Sir Arthur Conan Doyle?




Arthur Conan Doyle -- Education

• Born in 1859 

• Arthur’s mother

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arthur was born in 1859 to a lower middle class family in Edinburgh, Scotland  
Arthur’s mother was the stability of family, raising seven children to adulthood, while keeping family from ruin.




• Arthur’s early passion

• Off to school

Arthur Conan Doyle -- Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While other children were excited by reading fairy tales, Arthur focused his spare time on the middle ages and knights.
At nine, Arthur sent to Jesuit school in England.  




• Arthur becomes a doctor

• Off to sea

Arthur Conan Doyle -- Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even with father institutionalized for life, Arthur attended medical school, earning a master degree in surgery in 1881, at the age of 22.  
He also studied on his own to become ophthalmologist.  
During his 3rd year of medical school, Arthur took on position as ship surgeon on whaling ship to the Arctic Ocean.   
Arthur described the adventure as making him a “man”, while almost drowning twice by falling off ice into frigid waters.
After earning the master degree, Arthur took another position on ship traveling to Africa, almost dying from enteric fever.




• School sports

• Boxing in his blood

Arthur Conan Doyle -- Athlete

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While at school, Arthur took part in cricket, soccer, hockey, swimming, and rugby.  
As an adult, was considered to be a fine “amateur boxer,” so much so, he was invited to referee a championship fight.




• Keeping fit

• Innovator of sports

Arthur Conan Doyle -- Athlete

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Additionally, he played cricket for the Marylebone Cricket Club, helped form and played goalie for the Portsmouth Football Club, bowled for the Southsea bowling club, cycled, golfed, and flew hot air balloons.  
Arthur introduced skiing to the country of Switzerland, helped popularize golf in America and other European countries.
Arthur took part in the International Road Competition car race in which England defeated Germany just before World War I. 




• Married twice

• Care of first wife

Arthur Conan Doyle – Family Man

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arthur was married to Louise Hawkins and had two children.
Louise was diagnosed with advanced tuberculosis in 1897, and only given a few months to live.  Due in large part to the amazing love and work of Arthur, she survived until 1906.  This included moving her to various climates to improve her breathing.
He then married Jean Lecke in 1907, who he had known for years, and they had three children together.



• Run for Parliament

• Boer War

Arthur Conan Doyle – Patriot

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arthur was twice asked to run for parliament, in the Unionist Party.
Not only did he act as a correspondent during the Boer War, he was knighted in 1902 by King Edward, following his coverage of the War, and England’s true involvement in the war.  He also served as a volunteer doctor during the war, healing injured and sick soldiers in the field, while putting his own health at risk.




• Serving wrongly convicted

• Chivalry

Arthur Conan Doyle – Patriot

Presenter
Presentation Notes
He investigated the convictions of two citizens, finally convincing courts to free the men; his work led to the development of the Court of Appeals in England
Several times, Arthur returned to the family home, bloodied after a fight.  These fights were a result of Arthur’s strong belief in chivalry and his defense of women being hurt by suitors or weaker men who were being persecuted by bullies.
Not only did Arthur strongly believe in chivalry, he lived it throughout his life, including self-sacrifice, and courtesy to those less fortunate.  For example, Arthur once stood in his driveway in his socks, watching an old and dirty tramp walk away in Arthur’s brand new golf shoes, and his comment – “He needs them more than I do.”  He was known to several times sit all night by the bedside of a sick servant to read to aloud to them or soothe their pain.




• World War I

Arthur Conan Doyle – Patriot

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the age of 55, Arthur volunteered for the army at the outbreak of World War I.  He was denied due to age, so he established volunteer units of ordinary citizens throughout England.  His advice to the English government and military led to the development of life preservers for sailors, body armor for soldiers, and the first discussions for a tunnel underneath the English channel to protect from German submarines 



• Novels

• Short stories / non-fiction

Arthur Conan Doyle – Author

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arthur wrote 16 fictional novels, including The Lost World Series, which were made into movies and a television series
He wrote 6 historical novels, 3 of which were considered the most researched and accurate representation of their eras.
He published over 120 short stories, many of them tales of fantasy, horror, and of primitive science fiction
He wrote 20 non-fiction books on various aspects of his life, or of things happening at that time in the realm




• Study in Scarlet published in 1887

• Total of 56 short stories and 4 novels

Arthur Conan Doyle – Sherlock Holmes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
… and maybe I should mention, in his spare time, he created one of the most beloved fictional characters in literary history, the detective Sherlock Holmes.  




• Visit to Cromer Hall in 1901

• Legend of the Cabball family







• Inspiration for Holmes

Arthur Conan Doyle – Sherlock Holmes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1918, Doyle privately admitted, “ If anyone is Holmes, then I must confess that it is I.”    While one of Doyle’s medical teachers, Joseph Bell, has been given the credit for inspiring the idea of Sherlock Holmes’ deductive skills, it must be accepted that Arthur himself showed most of the best characteristics of Holmes throughout his life.  Not only in the detective’s dress, but his amazing deductive observations were both traits of Doyle.
 




• Forensic sciences

• Love for America

Arthur Conan Doyle – Legacy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Doyle’s true understanding of forensic sciences and the use of science to fight crime can be seen in his own legacy… Egyptian police are still trained upon the methods used by Holmes, the French named their crime lab after Doyle, and even the Chinese use his deductive reasoning in their crime classes.
 
Doyle had a love for America, which he described in his novel, “The Refugees.” (in 1893)
 
“America is grand and strong and stern like Him who made it.  Here is a land that is innocent, which has no past of guilt to atone for, no feud, nor ill custom, nor evil of any kind.  All the weary and homeless ones, who are stricken and landless and wronged, will turn their faces to it.  It houses a people who will care more to raise their lowest than to exalt their richest, and who will understand there is more bravery in peace than in war.  They will warm in sympathy with every noble cause the whole world through.”  
 




• At his death

• What he left us

Arthur Conan Doyle – Legacy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just before his death, Doyle explained, “I have had many adventures.  The greatest and most glorious of all awaits me now.”
 … and how popular is Sherlock Holmes ?  Sherlock Holmes stories have been in publication since his first appearance in 1887, as well as holding the Guinness world record for the most portrayed literary human character in film & TV, an amazing 254 times by over 75 different actors.
 




101 Damnations
Don Hobbs, BSI



If a picture is worth a thousand 
words...... then imagine what this 
presentation is worth.

No, don’t bother. They told me there 
would be no math involved.......



In 1895 Arthur Conan Doyle tired of 
writing Sherlock Holmes stories so in 
“The Final Problem” Holmes and his 
arch enemy Professor Moriarty plunged 
to their death at the Reichenbach Falls 
near the village of Meiringan, 
Switzerland (or did they?)



Doyle eventually had to give in to the 
public and private demands for more 
stories about the world’s first consulting 
detective. When “The Hound of the 
Baskervilles” was first serialized in The 
Strand Magazine (April 1901) it was 
explained that the events took place prior 
to the incident at Reichenbach Falls. The 
world’s first prequel.



Eventually, Holmes was brought back from 
the dead in “The Empty House’ but that’s a 
story for another time.

Since The Hound of the Baskervilles was 
published in book form in 1902, it has 
never been out of prints and is the most 
popular of all of the Sherlock Holmes 
stories.



I hope to present here tonight a slight 
insight into the world of Foreign 
Translations of 
The Hound of the Baskervilles. Thus, A 
101 Damnations.

As you will see, there are vast 
interpretations (Greek and otherwise) of the 
Hell Hound; the Cursed Baskerville Devil 
Dog; the.....Well you get the PICTURE.



Not every cover illustrator tried to scare 
their readers, in fact some of the Hounds 
look quite harmless where other are just 
downright weird. Some of the cover are 
very benign and of course there are those 
that are very scary indeed.

Here are some of the more friendly looking 
dogs......



Bengali

I am not too sure about 
this cover.  I wonder if 
the dog’s bad breath 
killed them or did he 
simply thick them to 

death.

1



Icelandic

This  looks like it 
could possibly be a 

“Bird-Dog” because he 
seems to be sitting ina 

tree and singing.

2



Irish Gaelic

This hound just seems 
to be embarrassed. He 

is red-faced and 
glowing, not glowering.

3



Polish

This dog is chained to 
his master, with such 
loving eyes. Ahh, he 
would not hurt a flea.

4



Catalan

With a smile like this, 
how could he possibly 
instill terror in Charles 

Baskerville?

5



6

Burmese

I think this caption, in 
Burmese, reads “I 

think your unarm order 
killed her, not me.”



Azerbaijani

Fetch, Fido, fetch!

7



Danish

I’m bigger than you 
but if you ask me real 
nice, I’ll let you ride 

me.

8



Spanish

House-breaking this 
dog is going to kill 

me!!

9



French

Ahhh

10



Swedish

Ahhh Ahhh

11



Malayalam

I am sorry, but there is 
just nothing scary 

about these last three 
covers.

12



Russian

Maybe if the Russians 
had used this dog, 

they would have won 
the cold-war.

13



Bulgarian

Another one with 
killer dog-breath.

14



Vietnamese

Maybe he was going 
to stab them with his 

ears.

15



Swahili

This one seems to be 
praying.

16



Cornish

The eye of the 
Baskerville? I’m going to 

stare you to death.

17



Portuguese

I love this guy’s 
business suit, taking his 

dog for a stroll in the 
park.

18



German

Come on, I’ll Lick
you to death!

19



Russian

This dog is so ugly 
that he is cute.

20



Swedish

I say Holmes, I left my 
torch somewhere, but 
we just need to follow 
this shiny dog back to 

Baskerville hall.

21



Spanish

It is very convenient to 
stick my tongue out with 
my missing front teeth.

22



Russian

Another great, non-
threatening Russian 

cover.

23



Polish

Aren’t these about the 
saddest eyes you have 

ever seen?

24



The cover do get a bit more fierce looking.



Arabic

I thought it was 
suppose to be the 

COW jumped 
over the moon.

25



Azerbaijani

I do notice that 
the eviler the 

dog, the redder 
his eyes become

26



Arabic

The snarl alone is 
priceless.

27



Malayalam

For such a 
mean dog, he 
sure has white 

teeth.

28



Occitan

I used this one 
just because it 
is so strange 

looking.

29



Breton

Another red-
eyed meanie.

30



Russian

Another Russian Hound 
but only slight more 

menacing.

31



Swedish

Another dog 
with Red Eyes.

32



Bulgarian

The double row of 
fangs does the trick.

33



Thai

Those red eyes 
again.

34



Czech

This one is so scary, he 
made the photographer 

flinch.

35



Spanish

Grrrrrrrrr!

37



Bulgarian

This one has it 
all, fangs, 

phosphorus 
glow, and blood-

shot eyes.

38



Spanish

His eyes are so red, his 
pupils are missing!

39



Spanish

This one seems to 
be leaping at the 

reader.

40



Sinhalese

We saw a bird-
dog earlier, this 
looks like a cat-

dog.

41



Bulgarian

For some reason, 
this reminds me 
of the Big-Bad 

Wolf from Little-
Red Riding 

Hood.

42



Swedish

This one is a 
great conceptual 

drawing of 
what’s going on 

inside 
Stapleton’s 

mind.

43



Serbian

Ok, so just bite-
me.

44



Spanish

This one just 
seems to work 

well.

45



Swedish

Holmes was never that 
good of a marksman but 

smart enough to hide 
behind the tree.

46



Slovak

I just like this one.

47



Swedish

Definitely a male dog!

48



Swedish

Same country, 
only a more 
politically 

correct cover.

49



Polish

Another one 
that truly 
works.

50



Esperanto

Red eyes, 
again

51



Estonian

Not too scary

52



Spanish

Love those trench 
coats and Holmes’ 

moustache.

53



Portuguese

This looks more 
like a yawn than 

a snarl.

54



French

Ok by me.

55



Estonian

This could be happy or 
sinister, you decide

56



Swedish

Another cover that I 
really like,

57



French

I cannot decide if the 
dog or Holmes is the 

scarier one.

58



Spanish

Smokey Dog looks like a 
Genie coming out of a 

lamp.

59



Polish

Nothing to say about this 
one

60



Slovak

With a mis-shaped 
like that, I’d be anger 

too.

61



Serbian

Red-eyed Pig Dog

62



Catalan

Another classic cover.

63



Romanian

I suppose he looks 
angry, he does have 

very small, beady red 
eyes.

64



Russian

I just like the background of 
this cover

65



Polish

This is another cover 
that is just too strange.

66



Portuguese

This one looks a bit like a 
werewolf, but it does 

have red eyes.

67



French

Christopher Lee, Peter 
Cushing and starry-eyed 
hound. What else do we 

need?

68



Polish

That’s a good puppy, 
sit.

69



Finnish

I just like the colors of 
this one.

70



Frisian

Just another odd 
looking dog.

71



Dutch
This is a nice 

cover

72



Turkish

Once again, which one 
is scarier, Hound or 

Holmes?

73



Russian

This Russian edition, the 
Hound looks more scare 

than scary.

74



Spanish

Excellent cover from 
Cuba and there are 

red eyes.

75



Danish

The phosphorous has 
caught on fire.

76



Hindi

If only I had been born a 
cow, everything would 

have been okay.

77



Spanish

I could bark at this shadow 
all day long.

78



Latvian

Calling all ghosts.

79



Spanish

This is only Sherlock 
Holmes Pop-Up book 

that I know about.

80



Swedish

This dog looks sort of 
like a dinosaur

81



Sometimes, illustrations are reused again 
and again. I suppose readers in different 
countries didn’t really care that much, 
because as you will see, many illustrations 
are simply recycled.



Icelandic

82



German

83



Occitan

This is a language 
spoken in France and 

the next side you can see 
the French influence.

84



French

85



Icelandic

86



Swedish

87



Norwegian

88



Norwegian

89



French

90



Croatian

91



Danish

92



Finally, some of the cover illustration are 
just downright weird. Here are some of the 
strangest.



Ukrainian

This is a prime 
example of 
strangeness.

93



Spanish

Looks like a 
Fire-Breathing 

Komodo Dragon
Dog

94



Lithuanian
Great colors

95



German

No explanation 
needed.

96



French
No red eyes just red tears

97



Marathi

Any suggestions?

98



Italian

“Who are you?”
“I’m Bat-Dog”

99



Hungarian

This is the most 
reptilian looking dog I 

have ever seen.

100



Catalan

My personal favorite 
cover.

101



Thank you for staying awake.

Are there any questions?

Some of favorite non-Hound covers:



Circa 1935 Valencian covers



Chilean and Argentinean love the K.K.K. 



The next four covers are from a Chilean 
series Circa 1934 







Circa 1907 Portuguese



Circa 1912 Latvian



Circa 1916 Hungarian. Holmes looks like 
Jeremy Brett



The End!



It Was a Dark and Stormy 
Night: 

Resources for Writers of Pastiches



These selections are on the dark and deadly 
side of crime fiction. Hard-hitting, gun-toting 
detectives dealing with the scum of the earth 
make up much of this club.

From the Mysterious Bookshop website

Hard Boiled and Noir



Traditional & Historical
This section represents the best in traditional, historical and 
romantic suspense titles. Death, yes, but violence plays a 
very small part in these stories which concentrate more on 
the character development of those who solve the murders. 
Historic events, scintillating details, and larger than life 
characters are a big part of these stories.

From the Mysterious Bookshop website



Mystery writer P.D. James offers insight on 
detective novels from her book Talking About 
Detective Fiction.

Holmes, the Detective



• Caleb Carr, The Italian Secretary

• David Stuart Davies, The Further Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes: The Scroll of the Dead

• Carole Nelson Douglas, Goodnight, Mr. Holmes

• Anthony Horowitz, The House of Silk

• Laurie King, The Beekeeper’s Apprentice
• Leslie Klinger, The New Annotated Sherlock Holmes, A Study in 

Sherlock

How Others Have Done It



• Mystery Writers of America

• Dallas Mystery Writers (local MWA) 

• Writers Conferences & Writing Workshops

• Writing Teachers & Fiction Writing Classes

• Contests 

Groups, Classes, Workshops, and Contests



Television – Secrets of the Dead



Getting the Writing Right
 References to the Canon must be correct
 Dictionaries
 Many good guides on grammar
 Roget’s Thesaurus
 The Art of Styling Sentences, Waddell, Esch & Walker
 The 38 Most Common Fiction Writing Mistakes (and How to 

Avoid Them), Jack Bickham
 Guide to Fiction Writing, Phyllis A. Whitney



• Plotting and Writing Suspense Fiction, Patricia Highsmith

• How to Write Killer Fiction, Carolyn Wheat

• Writing and Selling Your Mystery Novel, Hallie Ephron

• Guide to Mysteries and Mystery Writing (especially 

Chapter 3: And Then There Was Holmes), Hilary Waugh

• How to Write Mysteries, Shannon OCork 

• Writer’s Digest website  www.writersdigestshop.com

Books on Mystery Writing

http://www.writersdigestshop.com/


• Ten Rules for  Writing a Sherlock Holmes Novel, Anthony 
Horowitz 
http://www.mulhollandbooks.com/2012/10/05/1557/#

• Interview: Author Lyndsay Faye on the Art of Pastichery 
and the Lost Sherlock Holmes Story
http://www.ihearofsherlock.com/2015/02/intervie
w-author-lyndsay-faye-on-art-
of.html#.Vf8bLd9Vikp

Articles on Writing

http://www.mulhollandbooks.com/2012/10/05/1557/
http://www.ihearofsherlock.com/2015/02/interview-author-lyndsay-faye-on-art-of.html#.Vf8bLd9Vikp


• Allen Public Library and other local 

libraries

• University Libraries

• Barnes & Noble

• Half-Price Books

• Mysterious Bookshop

Sources of Inspiration and Ideas



Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture

"The Rise of the Sherlockian
Fangirl: Myths and Realities in 

the BBC Sherlock Online 
Community" 

“A Three Patch Problem: 
Reinterpreting the Canon In the 

Modern Era”



Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture

3/26/2017 Page  152



Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture

3/26/2017 162



Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Sherlock Holmes in Popular Culture
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Thank you!

To artists: aslashphoenix, BBCBluebell, 
Bluebellofbakerstreet, cutteroo, enerjax, 
fivedollarsxd, Iwantthatcoat, 
Lisalice, shockingblankets, urbanhymnal

and statisticians: centrumlumina, destination 
toast, unreconstructedfangirl



Sherlock Holmes
Societies

in America

Stu Nelan

November 7, 2015



Crew of the Barque Lone Star

• Originally formed in 1972
• Name has also been The Diogenes Club of Dallas
• Our Third Mate is Steve Mason
• Dallas scion society of the BSI
• Meet the first Sunday of each month, 1:00 pm, at La 

Madeline in Addison
• Other activities include symposia, outreach,

publications, movie night, play attendance, 
library/book exchange, etc.

• More info at
http://www.dfw-sherlock.org/

http://www.dfw-sherlock.org/


Crew Meetings

• Socialize and eat lunch

• Introductions

•Opening toast

•Quiz on the story studied

•Member presentations on aspects of the 
story

•Announcements and upcoming events

•Closing toast



Baker Street Irregulars

• Formed in 1934

•Crossword puzzle by Frank Morley

• Invitation only

•Christopher Morley and Edgar Smith

• Publishes various books and the quarterly 
BSJ

•BSI Weekend in January



Other American Scion Societies

• Speckled Band (Boston)
• Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota (Minneapolis/St Paul)
• The Solitary Cyclist (Washington, DC)
• Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) (Chicago)
• Red Circle (Washington, DC)
• Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes (NY)
• Baker Street Babes
• Sound of the Baskervilles (Seattle)
• Afghanistan Perceivers (Tulsa)
• Sherlock Holmes Society of Austin
• John Openshaw Society (Houston)
• and many more!



International Sherlock Holmes 
Societies

• The Sherlock Holmes Society of London
• The Bootmakers of Toronto
• The Sherlock Holmes Society of Australia
• The Danish Baker Street Irregulars
• La Societe Sherlock Holmes de France
• The Japan Sherlock Holmes Club
• and many more!
• Over 900 Sherlockian Societies worldwide!



Online Resources

• Sherlocktron
– www.sherlocktron.com/

• Hounds of the Internet
• The Sherlockian Calendar

– www.sherlockiancalendar.com
• Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press

– www.redcircledc.org
• John Berquist at the University of Minnesota

– www.tc.umn.edu/~bergq003/holmes/

http://www.sherlocktron.com/
http://www.sherlockiancalendar.com/
http://www.redcircledc.org/


Thank you!
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