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Foreword

The Crew of  the Barque Lone Star was founded as a scion society of
the Baker Street Irregulars in April 1970.

Through the years, the society has been home for many authors of
fiction, Sherlockian criticism, and other non-fiction pieces.

As we reached our 50th anniversary of  existence, it just seemed
appropriate to have present members develop pastiches and essays
based on the personal advertisements in the agony columns, which
appeared prominently in many stories of  the Canon, and assisted the
Master throughout his career.

The stories and articles included in this volume are from the fertile
minds of  crew members of  the Barque Lone Star, friends of  our Soci‐
ety, as well as other wonderful projects provided to us from other Sher‐
lockian authors. Many thanks to all.
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Six other contributions include: 
 
• a short poem by Lauren Cercone, entitled “A Sherlockian 

Behavior,” about Holmes’s “untidy piles” of agony 
columns; 
 

• an article authored by Thayer Cumings, entitled “Sherlock 
Holmes and Advertising,” published in 1946 in Volume 1, 
Number 4 of the Baker Street Journal, about Holmes’s 
collection of singular newspaper advertisements and agony 
columns;  
 

• a comic strip, number 296 of “Baker Street Elementary,” the 
long-running series created and drawn by Joe Fay, Rusty 
Mason and Steve Mason, in which Holmes de-cyphers 
coded messages as an exercise to hone his skills; 
 

• a short article by Sandy Cozinn, entitled “Responses to 
Personal Advertisements,” including one written not by the 
person whose response was intended, but by a third party; 
 

• a challenging Quiz by Steve Mason on Personal 
Advertisements and Agony Columns in the Canon; and  
 

• an article by Karen Olson, entitled “Personal Replies of the 
Unnamed 'Agony Column’ Editor of the London Times,” to 
six canonical characters: Holmes, Watson, Mycroft, Mrs. 
Hudson, Professor Moriarty and Irene Adler. 

 
ENJOY THE READ ! 
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The “Agony Column” in Victorian
Culture and in the Sherlockian Canon

BY DONNY ZALDIN, BSI,  ASH © 2020

Holmes’s Methods

Over his career as the world’s foremost consulting detective, Sherlock
Holmes handled thousands of  cases – solving most of  them success‐
fully. He was consulted by the official police, either Scotland Yard or
local constabularies, and by private clients of  the upper, middle and
lower classes.

Holmes’s “methods” included an accurate and systematic investiga‐
tion of  the crime scene (by which a logician could, from a single drop
of  water, infer the possibility of  an Atlantic or a Niagara without
having seen or heard of  one or the other); and a combination of  crit‐
ical observation and ratiocination i.e.- reasoning by a methodical and
logical process).

Holmes was aided in his work by his immense knowledge of  sensa‐
tional literature (appearing to know every detail of  every horror perpe‐
trated in the century) and aphorisms (his personal and useful, if
perhaps less scientific knowledge acquired through the careful observa‐
tion of  the nature of  people e.g.- that the instinct of  a woman who
thinks her house is on fire is to at once rush to the thing she values
most). In some of  his investigations, he employed the Baker Street
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Irregulars, his personal, unofficial police force of  young, ragged street
urchins.

Holmes also resorted to advertisements and “agony columns” in the
newspaper. In fully one-third of  the sixty canonical tales, advertise‐
ments (BLUE, CARF, COPP, FIVE, GLOR, GOLD, GREE, IDEN,
NAVA, REDH, SOLI, STOC, STUD, WIST) and “agony columns”
(BRUC, ENGI, 3GAR, NOBL, REDC, SIGN, VALL) in the major
daily newspapers and some smaller local papers figure prominently.

Holmes and Watson perusing The Times Illustration
by Sidney Paget, The Strand Magazine, July 1896

(CROO)

Origins and Evolution of  Advertisements and the Agony
Column

In 1690, a 32-year old London bookseller, author and printer, John
Dunton, was having an affair but could not consult anyone about it
without revealing his identity. Realizing that his dilemma could not be
unique, he launched the popular, miscellaneous periodical, The Athenian
Mercury, and opened its pages to field readers’ anonymous questions,
thereby creating the first “agony column” - although that term was not
devised until more than a century and a half  later.

An early advertisement seeking information of  the type utilized by
Holmes – was published in The Times (London)on 18 December 1800,
“by a Gentleman seeking a line from the Lady possessing every virtue
and charm, whom he handed into her carriage from Covent Garden
Theatre on Wednesday, the third of  the month.”

The earliest known use of  the term “agony column,” appeared in
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The Durham Advertiser, on 21 October
1853, though the first such column
originated in The Times. It was defined
in the Bristol Times of  3 August 1861,
as follows:

The Agony Column in the Times.—The top of  the second column of
the first page of  the Times, is the place where the printers “pile
agony.” 

Although officially referred to as “The Second Column” by The
Times, it was referred to as the “agony column” by almost everyone
else, including its correspondents, columnists and readers. In his article
titled “The Triumph of  Baby,” published in the June 1871 issue of
Belgravia, A London Magazine, author and journalist George Augustus
Sala wrote, “I am in the habit of  smoking over the second column of
the Times … called the ‘Agony Column’ …”.

In 1869, the satirical British humor magazine, Judy (a rival to its
more established rival, Punch) employed a celebrated detective to
unravel the mysteries of  the Metropolitan Agony Columns and
acquaint the public to them in its pages.

Over the nineteenth century, the column evolved from an advertise‐
ment placed by readers seeking personal information from other read‐
ers, usually relating to missing persons and lost possessions or pets
(more or less a lost and found column) to an advice column, for those
seeking guidance regarding personal problems. The term itself  refers to
the anguish suffered by the person writing in, covering a wide range of
human experience and emotion. The requested advice would generally
have been answered in England by an “agony aunt” or “uncle”
(depending on the gender of  the columnist), or by a “sob sister” in
America.

Although unintended and likely unexpected, personal notices and
agony columns became a source of  entertainment for readers. To quote
Shakespeare from his pastoral comedy, As You Like It (in Act II, Scene
VII), likely written circa 1599 and first performed in 1623:
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_A CARD - If th e Lady who a Genlleman handed 

~ er carriage fro m Covent Garden Theatre, on 
Wednefday, the thi.rd of this month, will oblige the 
Advertifer with a line to 'Z.Z. Spring Garden, Coffee 
Heide', faying if married or fingle, fhe will quiet the 
mind of a young Nob leman, who has tried, but in vain, 
to find the Lady. The carriage was ordered lo Bond­
flreel. The Lady may depend on honour and ferrefy -
Nothing but the mos t honourab le interview is 
intended. The Lady was in mourn ing; and fufficienlly 
cloalhed lo diflinguifh her for poffeffing every virtue 
and charm that man could defire in a female that he 
would make choice of for a Wife. Deception will be 
detected, as the Lady's perfon can never be forgot. 



All the world's a stage,
And all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances …

“The reality of  the evolving advice column was at odds with its
premise,” given the days and sometimes weeks which would elapse
between the time of  the writing and submission of  a question and its
publication, together with a response from the newspaper’s columnist.
As it turned out, “the draw of  the column was not really about the
questioner getting a timely answer; it was about the newspaper’s read‐
ers’ voyeurism” – and selling newspapers. The column became a
“public conversation,” which invited readers to learn or weigh in (either
with empathy or mockery). Notwithstanding, “the therapeutic act of
framing a dilemma, of  sharing a problem, kept the advice seekers writ‐
ing, and the rubberneckers reading.” 1

The columns became a ubiquitous, prominent and popular feature
of  the daily newspaper.

The Cultural Phenomenon of  the Agony Column

Morality and propriety in the age to which “a certain gracious
lady” lent her name were as staid and confining as women’s undergar‐
ments of  the period. Piano legs were sometimes covered lest they
induce ungentlemanly thoughts in men, and chaperones were de rigueur
for unmarried ladies, whose incoming and outgoing letters were
screened and either confiscated or censored by their fathers, mothers or
brothers. Hence, agony columns provided a convenient and inexpen‐
sive secret method of  communication for unmarried women and men
– or anyone who had no means of  sending letters or receiving them
without interference or fear of  detection.

Obviously, anonymity was required by these secret correspondents
or by those simply seeking advice without drawing attention to them‐
selves. Consequently, messages back and forth were encrypted or coded
by their writers to avoid detection. Those “denied the privilege of  an
open correspondence … with a little ingenuity” sought “a way of
communication that would baffle those whose eyes they fear." 2

Accordingly, pseudonyms were often used, although some were
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transparent on their face (e.g. - using the name “Bocaj” for “Jacob”).
Numbers were substituted for the letters of  the alphabet, which were
sometimes altered (e.g.- using the next or third letter following: “C” for
“B,” or “P” for “M,” or beginning the alphabet at the letter “L” so that
“O” would stand for “D”). Sometimes stratagems were used to deceive
the intended recipient – as in the following notice in the 19 March
1903 issue of  The Times: “The solicitors at Beckett Terrell & Co of  10
Ironmonger Lane state that any person by the name of  St Amour may
benefit by applying to them.” Hoaxes were perpetrated, such as in the
case of  a man searching for his wife who had left him, advertising that
he had inherited a lot of  money, thereby hoping to entice her to return
to him. 3

It became something of  a cottage industry to try to decipher the
back-and-forth correspondence of  the columns, which showed “a
curious phase of  life, interesting to an observer of  human existence and
human eccentricities. Messages were veiled in an air of  mystery, with a
view of  blinding the general public, but at the same time gave a clue
unmistakable to those for whom they are intended.” 4

Members of  the newspaper-reading public from all classes,
including the exclusive members of  the myriad of  nineteenth-century
gentlemen’s clubs of  London, read, followed up and analyzed the
correspondence in the agony columns. At times the casual observer
became a participant in the exchange. In his 1893 Hand-Book of  Literary
Curiosities, William S. Walsh wrote of  The Times agony column: 5

Even ciphers have been found dangerous. There are everywhere
certain ingenious busybodies … that make a study of  this column,
and, finding a key to the cipher in which a clandestine correspondence
is carried on, insert a marplot advertisement, – sometimes for the
mere fun of  the thing, sometimes to stop an intrigue …

[Author’s note: a marplot is defined as one who frustrates or ruins a
plan or undertaking by meddling, named after Marplot, a character in
a 1709 play, “The Busie Body”].

In his 2015 article titled, “Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Cipher,”
Marino C. Alvarez concurred.
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In one circumstance, a student at Oxford was using cryptograms to
send secret messages to his sweetheart. However, because this was a
somewhat common occurrence, Sir Charles Wheatstone, a prominent
and noted cryptologist, would review the “agony column” on Sunday
afternoons as a pastime. Following some of  the messages over time, he
read the encoded message between Charlie, an Oxford student, and
his woman friend suggesting that they elope. Wheatstone intervened
by placing an advertisement of  his own directed at these two persons
that advised that that they abandon this foolhardy plan. A few days
later there appeared a message that read: “Dear Charlie: Write no
more. Our cipher is discovered!”

Notwithstanding, some of  the agony columns of  over a century ago
remain unsolved to this day.

In the early twentieth century, newspapers worldwide adapted their
front pages to employ headlines in order to attract the attention of
potential purchasers in order to increase circulation. The last holdout
was The Times, which stayed with the personals (including agony
columns) on its front page until 1966. This event was heralded in the
Free Lance-Star of  Fredericksburg, VA, with the headline, “‘Agony
Column’ Now Missing From Page 1 of  London Times.” The article
read as follows:

The millennium has come when The Times of  London decides to print
NEWS on its front page! … Since time immemorial (1785), this highly
respected newspaper has devoted page one entirely to advertisements
… But The Times, staid voice of  the British Establishment, recently
announced that the ads will be relegated to pages two and three …
The change in format means that the Personal, or so-called “Agony”
Column will lose its preferred position. Through the years the column
has reflected the folkways and foibles of  the English … In the days of
Disraeli and Dickens, some adverts in the column were written in
code, and a fashionable pastime amongst the leather armchairs of  Pall
Mall clubs was cracking the cryptograms.

BY DONNY ZALDIN, BSI, ASH © 2020
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Advertisements in the Sherlockian Canon

While investigating cases, Holmes searched the newspapers for
advertisements, which figure in several cases, including:

“The Adventure of  the Red Circle”: Holmes finds a string
of  ads in The Daily Gazette from one “G,” who turns out to
be Gennaro Lucca, communicating with his wife, Emilia.
“The Adventure of  the Red-Headed League”: Jabez
Wilson’s helpful assistant, Vincent Spaulding, points out to
him an ad in The Morning Chronicle about a tremendous
employment opportunity held out by The Red-Headed
League.
“A Case of  Identity”: Poor, deluded Mary Sutherland
advertises in the Chronicle for her missing fiancé, Hosmer
Angel, little dreaming how lost that cause was.
“The Adventure of  the Solitary Cyclist”: It is an
advertisement in The Times that lures Violet Smith into a
perilous position in the home of  Mr. Carruthers.
“The Adventure of  the Engineer’s Thumb”: An
advertisement for a missing engineer reveals to Holmes the
last time that Colonel Stark needed to have his machine
overhauled.
“The Adventure of  the Stock-Broker’s Clerk”: Hall Pycroft
advises Holmes that he successfully answered an
advertisement for a billet at Mawson & Williams, a great
stock-broking firm in London.
“The Adventure of  the Bruce-Partington Plans”: Holmes
tracks communications between the spy Hugo Oberstein
and the traitor Colonel Valentine Walter through ads in The
Daily Telegraph.
“The Adventure of  the Greek Interpreter”: Mycroft
Holmes, that least energetic of  men, stirs himself  to place
an ad “in all the dailies” offering a reward for information
about Paul Kratides from Athens and a Greek lady whose
first name is Sophy.

THE “AGONY COLUMN” IN VICTORIAN CULTURE AND IN THE SH…
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Sherlock Holmes and the “Agony Column”

Holmes was an omnivorous reader of  sensational literature, which
encompassed newspaper agony columns, the first thing he read each
morning. The Canon mentions dozens of  newspapers and journals in
which these columns appeared, including The Times, Daily Chronicle,
Morning Chronicle, Devon County Chronicle, Globe, Star, Pall Mall Gazette, St.
James Gazette, Standard, Weekly Echo and Telegraph.

Holmes clipped, arranged, inserted and indexed these columns in
the commonplace books in which he filed newspaper reports and other
annals of  crime, biographies and his records of  old cases – all mixed
with the accumulated information of  a lifetime.

Agony Column, The Times, Page 1, Second Column,
Sketch by Laurie Fraser Manifold, 2020 Artist-in-

Residence: Serpentine Muse and Canadian Holmes

Time and again, Holmes turned to agony columns in his consulting
work, whether to locate a witness, gain information or entrap a
criminal.

Watson reports that Holmes solved codes (in GLOR, REDH, VALL
and DANC) and wrote a monograph analyzing 160 separate ciphers,
many of  which he found in the agony columns.

There are seven stories in the Canon in which the term “agony
column” is used and played an important role.

In “The Adventure of  the Engineer’s Thumb,” Watson
called upon Holmes with his patient Victor Hatherley in
tow, finding the detective as he expected – lounging about
his sitting-room in his dressing-gown, reading the agony
column of  The Times and smoking his before-breakfast pipe.

BY DONNY ZALDIN, BSI, ASH © 2020
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In The Valley of  Fear, Holmes compared the “apocrypha”
(i.e.- hidden or secret writings) of  the agony column to those
contained in ciphers.
In “The Adventure of  the Noble Bachelor,” Holmes
confirmed to Watson that the agony column “is always
instructive.”
In “The Adventure of  the Bruce-Partington Plans,” Holmes
examined a series of  agony columns in the Daily Telegraph
and arranged them into “a fairly complete record,”
incriminating Colonel Valentine Walter as the thief  and
traitor.
In “The Adventure of  the Three Garridebs,” Holmes
sparred verbally with Nathan Garrideb, “I should have
thought, sir, that your obvious way was to advertise in the
agony columns of  the papers.” Holmes then commented to
Watson, “There have been no advertisements in the agony
columns. You know that I miss nothing there. They are my
favourite covert for putting up a bird.”
In The Sign of  the Four, Watson writes, “I tossed the paper
down, but at that moment my eye caught an advertisement
in the agony column. It ran this way: ‘Lost.—Mordecai
Smith, boatman … the steam launch Aurora … the sum of
five pounds will be paid to anyone who can give information
… at 221B Baker Street as to the[ir] whereabouts …’ This
was strictly Holmes’s doing … It struck me as rather
ingenious.”
The most illuminating pronouncement Holmes made on
the subject of  the agony column and its importance in his
criminal consulting practice is found in “The Adventure of
the Red Circle.”

There is one rather obvious line of  investigation … what
a chorus of  groans, cries and bleatings! What a
ragbag of  singular happenings! But surely the most
valuable hunting ground that ever was given to a
student of  the unusual.”

THE “AGONY COLUMN” IN VICTORIAN CULTURE AND IN THE SH…
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In Chapter 7 (titled, “A Hunting Ground of  the Unusual”) of  his
1986 novel, Room Two More Guns: The intriguing history of  the Personal
Column in THE TIMES, author Stephen Winkworth, writes:

There can be no doubt that throughout the Sherlock Holmes stories,
Conan Doyle drew heavily on the personal column as a device in the
unfolding of  his plots and as a source of  inspiration in general.

Winkworth also quotes journalist and author Peter Fleming, as
follows:

The column conveys a feeling of  ‘infinite possibility’ in the mind of
the regular reader; it offers a cross-section of  a vastly intricate world,
made up of  millions of  intersecting human lives, all either passively
co-existing or interacting, whether on a commercial, romantic or
criminal level. Every day some chance fraction of  those dealings will
be evidenced in a few printed words, often terse and enigmatic, and
those printed slivers, like a microtome of  a tumour, give the reader a
diagnostic vision of  the whole purulent metropolis and its outlying
limbs – this was the source of  its continuing attraction for Dr. Doyle.
The day to day listing of  articles, legal statements, places, names and
dates is a sort of  spoil-heap of  trivial fact: a hunting-ground not only
for detectives but for the literary imagination. As Holmes himself
remarks, ‘life is infinitely stranger than anything which the mind of
man could invent. We would not dare to conceive the things which are
really mere commonplaces of  existence.’ The key to the fascination of
the column is that it achieves the effect of  lifting the lid off  London, as
Holmes put it in “A Case of  Identity”: ‘If  we could fly out of  that
window hand in hand, hover over this great city, gently remove the
roofs, and peep in at the queer things which are going on, the strange
coincidences, the plannings, the cross-purposes, the wonderful chains
of  events, working through generations, and leading to the most outré
results, it would make all fiction with its conventionalities and foreseen
conclusions most stale and unprofitable.’ 6

To Winkworth, it is Holmes himself  who touches on the “very soul

BY DONNY ZALDIN, BSI, ASH © 2020
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of  the personal column” in the opening sentence of  “The Adventure
of  the Copper Beeches”: 7

“To the man who loves art for its own sake," remarked Sherlock
Holmes, tossing aside the advertisement sheet of  The Daily Telegraph,
"it is frequently in its least important and lowliest manifestations

And he posits that Holmes is referring here to the column as “ver‐
nacular art” as he and Watson dip continuously into the advertisement
columns of  a succession of  newspapers. 8

The Agony Column in Popular Culture

So pervasive was the agony column that it entered the popular
culture in song, literature and film.

1. In the 1870s, that ubiquitous newspaper feature was celebrated in a
song titled “The Agony Column, or, Little Di,” written by W. Burnot
and composed by T. Roberts. The words were published in NY in
1878, in Beadle’s (Half-Dime) Singer’s Library (No. 16) of  Comic and Senti‐
mental Songs of  All Nations and Ages, and the words with music in the
contemporary Comic and Humorous Songs, Second Series, published by S.
Brainard’s Sons, NY.

“The Agony Column or Little Di”

One day not far from Regent Street,
Where cabs and buses whirl,
I saw beneath a horse’s feet
A fascinating girl.
To save her life I risked my own,
What mortal could do less,
She thank’d me warmly but refused
To give me her address.
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[SPOKEN after the first verse.]
I persuaded her but she would only consent to advertise in one of  the
papers making an appointment with me she said would head it with
her name Little Di – I asked her whether she would put it in the Agony
Column of –

CHORUS
The Standard or The Telegraph, the Echo or the Times,
Observer, Reynolds, Judy, Punch, or Bow Bells or the Chimes,
The Hornet, Lloyds, or Figaro or one of  the Reviews,
The Globe or Sun, Dispatch or Fun, or Illustrated News.
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She mentioned one in which she said,
She’d name a time and spot,
But which the paper was alas!
Somehow I’ve quite forgot.
In vain my memory I task,
It gives me no reply,
So every day as they come out,
I have to go and buy.

CHORUS

I have to read the whole lot through,
At least that part I mean
Where column after column of
Sheer agony is seen:
How “Charlie is implored to come”,
And “Jane is asked to call”,
And if dear XY will return,
He’ll be forgiven all.

[SPOKEN] And you’ll find it in the Agony Column of –

CHORUS

I thought as I’d to sing tonight,
I’d ask if you had seen,
In any other paper,
The advertisement I mean.

THE “AGONY COLUMN” IN VICTORIAN CULTURE AND IN THE SH…
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If  so pray kindly let me know,
It would be good indeed,
For you’ve no notion what it is,
Each day to read –

CHORUS

______

2. In 1916, mystery novelist Earl Derr Biggers wrote The Agony Column
(also published as The Second Floor Mystery) to critical acclaim. Set in
1914 before the start of  The Great War, Geoffrey West, an American
businessman visiting London, is reading the agony column in the Daily
Mail over breakfast at the Carlton Hotel. He notices a beautiful and
charming young American woman named Marian who is reading the
same newspaper feature, and he places an anonymous ad in order to
meet her. To his pleasant surprise, she answers it, anonymously as well,
and agrees to meet him if  he writes her a letter in the paper each day
for a week and his letters prove that he is worth knowing. Of  course, he
does and they do, and they wind up together and embark on a melo‐
dramatic trail of  romance, mystery, intrigue and murder, as war clouds
gather over England and Europe.

[Author’s Note: A decade later, Biggers would author the first of  six
Charlie Chan novels, achieving even greater fame and fortune.]

3. In 1930, Biggers’s novel was adapted into a movie, titled “The
Second Floor Mystery,” a Warner Bros. production directed by Roy
Del Ruth, starring Grant Withers and Loretta Young, as the two Amer‐
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icans who meet in pre-World War I England through the personal
columns in The Times.

[Author’s Note: During the filming, the two co-stars eloped in real life.]

The Agony Column as Victorian Social Media

The agony column served as the social media of  its time,
connecting those searching for missing loved ones or just for love, or
simply seeking answers to personal issues. Though described as an
automaton, almost inhuman, Holmes was possessed of  a thorough
grasp of  human nature, with as uncanny an instinct for the intricacies
of  the criminal mind as a familiarity of  the human heart, despite the
fact that he was himself  almost entirely disconnected from such
personal matters. Had the tools of  such modern social media as Face‐
book, Instagram, Twitter and the numerous dating apps been at his
disposal, they would no doubt have provided him with more advanced
tools in his crime-fighting arsenal. One arrow in his quiver which was
available to him in his quest to solve mysteries and bring criminals to
justice was the agony column, in its day a hugely successful means of
conveying private information in the public sphere.

_______________________________________

Endnotes
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A Tale of Two Tales

BY DEAN CLARK, BSI,  AND CINDY BROWN ©
2020

Dedication

The authors thank Tulsa Sherlockian Brian Wilson for expert editing. They also
thank Tulsa Sherlockians Brandi Blankenship, Noel Fairbrothers, Jane Langston
and Richard Kearns for informative and entertaining discussions of  the Canon, the
quality of  gloves and much else. Richard died unexpectedly just as this story became
complete, and it is dedicated to his memory. He, like a famous consulting detective,
ranked with the best and wisest. He was supremely generous in spirit and
possessions. His like is too rarely encountered.

The lead author of  this concoction has been in contact with Hamish
Hudson for more than 30 years. He is the great-grandson of  Sherlock
Holmes’s landlady at 221-B Baker Street and the current heir to the
estates of  the Holmes siblings and Dr. John H. Watson. Those estates
had considerable financial assets, but, of  much more interest to Sher‐
lockians, was the existence of  several manuscripts that purported to be
unpublished accounts of  detective investigations or biographical infor‐
mation by or concerning Sherlock Holmes. Hamish Hudson has
forwarded several of  these to D.C. over the years and, after some edit‐
ing, they have been published by several BSI scion societies or given as
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playlets at the Gaslight Gala during the BSI’s birthday celebration each
January.

What follows is a mildly edited version of  a document that Hamish
Hudson asserts was among the papers found in Dr. Watson’s desk
following his death in 1929. It appears to be part of  a journal that he
kept during his final years when he was living in retirement at 221-B
(the reasons are explained in “The Case of  the Restored Losses,”
published by the Afghanistan Perceivers of  Oklahoma in 2005).

The document appears authentic to the authors, whose editing was
limited only to excising material that did not relate to the Holmes-
Watson collaboration. The text that does appear is exactly what was
received from Hamish Hudson. We conclude this introduction with
advice that remains pertinent despite going back thousands of  years:
Caveat emptor!

_______________________________________

16 October 1926

Received a telephone call from Holmes this a.m. to inform me that
he, of  all people, had written a history of  one of  his cases and that he
had attempted to copy my style in this literary endeavor. Of  course, he
failed to mention how he had regularly derided my chronicles of  his
cases (which had made him an international celebrity) over the years.

I deftly avoided the subject and congratulated Holmes on his
accomplishment. He said the story, titled “The Adventure of  the
Blanched Soldier”, would appear in the United States in Liberty maga‐
zine in an issue that was probably printed at that very moment. It
would appear in England in the November issue of  The Strand, which
was expected to go to press in a few days.

_______________________________________

5 November 1926

Received an advance copy of  the November Strand today. Green‐
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hough Smith always sends one to me, undoubtedly in the hopes that it
will inspire me to write more about Holmes’s cases, which still, after all
these years, boost circulation by the thousands. It, as promised, contains
“The Blanched Soldier”, and I, of  course, began reading it immediately.

Holmes, you sly dog! In the second paragraph, you explain my
authorial absence with the phrase, “Watson had deserted me for a
wife”. This was, I imagine, an attempt by Holmes, still encumbered by
Victorian priggishness, to protect my reputation because the reader
would assume the wife was mine. Nice try, as we old rugby players say.

The lady in question was Lovely Lily from Lille, formerly a famed
danseuse at the Orpheum Music Hall. She was then espoused to a man
of  enormous wealth and sexual appetites and who wanted to make a
change in his bedroom accoutrements. Lily, after a substantial sum had
been deposited in her bank account, agreed to leave the country for a
few weeks so her then-husband could obtain a divorce on the grounds
of  abandonment. She asked me to accompany her, and I accepted on
the spot. Anyone who had ever viewed those long, beautiful legs would
have nodded approvingly. They didn’t go up to her eyes, but they did to
mine.

And what a dancer! We did the can-can in Cancun, a rumba in
Aruba and some samba in our pajamas. We began, and ended, the
beguine in the Argentine. (Or for you toe-may-toe/toe-mah-toe
philistines, we were terpsichorically entwined in the Argentine.) The
climax was a memorable tango in Tonga. No, Tonga is in the Pacific.
That must have been another trip.

Was it with the Russian coquette who couldn’t say nyet?
Or the fraulein who nicht spricht nein?
Or the redhead from Rocky Top who couldn’t say stop?
Or the domineering Dane, Ophelia Payne?

But enough of  such memories, as delightful as they are. Back to the,
I assume, unfortunate soldier.

_______________________________________

6 November 1926
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Thoroughly refreshed after the best night’s sleep I’ve had in weeks –
courtesy of  Mr. Sherlock Holmes. His story caused me to drop off  in
my chair in the sitting room. What drivel! No detective work was
required to “solve” the case, if  the incidents described even met that
designation. Certainly, the story contained none of  the brilliant insights
which are the foundation of  Holmes’s reputation. I am at a loss as to
why Holmes felt this mundane matter needed to be published.

_______________________________________

7 November 1926

Got out of  bed grouchy after minimal sleep – again thanks to
Holmes. Although his story struck me as pedantic in the extreme,
something about it bothered me throughout the day and following
night. Something was not right.

So, I reread the story, going over every line as carefully as Holmes
would examine trodden grass outside a window belonging to a room
where murder had been committed. Nothing struck me as out of  the
ordinary during this rereading. But just as I started to close the maga‐
zine, an idea popped into my head, and I started reading the story
again, only faster and with a definite goal in mind.

I soon found what I sought. It was something I thought I would
never see. Holmes had, unwittingly to be sure, admitted that he had
made a mistake! He had seen but not observed!

And, amusingly (at least to yours truly), it is a mistake that Holmes
would not have made had I been at his side, not Lovely Lily’s. In the
opening scene of  the story, when James Dodd is summarizing the event
pertaining to the unexplained disappearance of  his friend Godfrey
Emsworth, he says they met in January 1901, when Dodd joined the
Army and found himself  in the same squadron as Emsworth.

But Dodd then says Godfrey Emsworth is the only son of  Colonel
Emsworth, one of  the empire’s most famous soldiers and winner of  the
V.C. for legendary heroism in the Crimea. At this point, had I been
present that day in 221-B, my military background would have sent
signals to my brain that something was amiss. The son of  a famous and
highly respected officer would not be serving in the ranks unless he had
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committed an act, possibly even a crime, that would deny a
commission.

Holmes, never having been in uniform, did not grasp the impor‐
tance of  this key piece of  evidence. In fact, late in the narrative, when
Holmes analyses (with thoroughly annoying smugness) the steps leading
to his ultimate deduction, he specifically excludes criminal activity as a
reason for Godfrey’s isolation. It was, apparently, the first possibility
that Holmes eliminated. In my opinion, it should have been the first
one investigated.

I confess, with a somewhat but not completely guilty conscience,
that it crossed my mind that it would be quite wonderful if  the
bumbling Dr. Watson (or so the reading public think) proved the great
Holmes wrong and dared him to publish an amended version of
“Blanched Soldier” with the credit going to his long-suffering associate.
So, I telephoned the Baynes Detection Agency and hired my old
associate Wiggins, now one of  its most esteemed investigators, with
instructions to find out all that he could about Mr. Godfrey Emsworth.

_______________________________________

7 December 1926

What a delightful day – most fun since I met Martina the Latina
with the finest maracas in Caracas …

Or maybe the foxy doxy Roxy from Biloxi,
Or the heiress from Paris,
Or her naughty niece from Nice,
Or the uncouth Ruth from Duluth,
Or Camille from Seville,
Or Alice from Dallas
(Or was it Dallas from Alice?),
Or Paloma from Roma,
Or that pistol Crystal from Bristol,
Or that filly Billie from Philly – who couldn’t say neigh.

(I can already hear, should someone ever read these scribblings in
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A Special Time

BY STEPHEN MASON, ASH © 2020

“My dear Watson, if  I may be so bold as to trample on your thoughts, I
believe you are correct in second-guessing the previous decision on how
to spend your money.”

"Most amazing!" I exclaimed. I sat back in my chair and stared at
him in blank confoundedness. “No matter how many times you are
able to read my most innermost thoughts, I still cannot help but
wonder if  you are indeed clairvoyant, or a charlatan.”

“Maybe,” intoned Holmes, as he exhaled a large ring of  smoke.
“After all, Dr. William McDougal, lately moved to Harvard, has
espoused many have the power to read other’s minds. I understand he
calls his studies, ‘psychical research.’”

“Twaddle to such rubbish. But, getting back to your original point,
how did you possibly know my mind was being weighed down by such
a decision.”

Holmes chuckled, setting his pipe down on the table between us,
glancing out over the green pastures in front of us.

The view from the porch could only be described as idyllic, with
only small apiary boxes disrupting the smoothly flowing fields down to
the bluffs at Beachy Head.

Running my eyes rapidly over Holmes, I noticed his aquiline
features had not changed dramatically since our first introduction.
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