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Welcome to topic number 300… 
This is a special report today, as 
we will provide a biography of our 

creator, Arthur Conan Doyle.



Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle 
was born on May 22, 1859, 
in Edinburgh, Scotland to an 
strict Irish-Catholic family.



Charles Altamont Doyle, 
Arthur's father, was well-

respected in the art world, but 
was a life-long alcoholic.



At 22, Charles married Mary 
Foley, a vivacious and well 

educated young woman of 17. 



Mary Doyle was a lively and well-
educated woman who loved to read.
She delighted in telling her young 

son stories of fantasy.



Her enthusiasm and animation 
during the story telling sparked 

Arthur’s imagination.



There was little money in the 
family and his father’s 

struggles caused massive 
strains within the household.



After Arthur reached his 9th 
birthday, the wealthy members of 
the Doyle family offered to pay for 

his studies. 



He bid a tearful goodbye to 
his parents and was shipped 
off to attend Hodder Place, 

Stonyhurst in England.



The experience was brutal: fellow students 
bullied him, and Arthur did not believe in the 

corporal punishment used at the school.



During those years, Arthur's only 
moments of happiness were when he 
wrote to his mother, a regular habit 
that lasted for the rest of her life…



…and also when he practised
sports, mainly cricket, at 
which he was very good.



Over time, Arthur found 
solace in his flair for 

storytelling, finding younger 
students an eager audience.



When Doyle graduated in 1876, 
his parents expected he would 
study art, such as so many 

other family members.



Instead, Doyle decided to 
pursue a medical degree 

at the University of 
Edinburgh.



At med school, Doyle met 
his mentor, Professor Dr. 

Joseph Bell…



…whose keen powers of 
observation would later inspire 

Doyle to create his famed 
fictional detective character.



The young medical student met a number 
of future authors who were also 

attending the university, including James 
Barrie and Robert Louis Stevenson.



While a medical student, Doyle 
took his own first stab at writing, 
with a short story called, “The 

Mystery of Sasssa Valley.”



It was accepted in an Edinburgh 
magazine called Chamber's 

Journal, which had published 
Thomas Hardy's first work. 



This was followed by a second 
story, “The American Tale,” 
which was published in London 

Society. 



Doyle later wrote, “It was in this 
year that I first learned that 

shillings might be earned in other 
ways than by filling phials." 



Conan Doyle was twenty years old 
and in his third year of medical 

studies when he took a shop 
surgeon’s post on a whaling ship.  



The trip, to the Arctic 
Circle, awakened Doyle’s 

sense of adventure. 



The young medical student 
was appalled by the brutality 

of seal and whale hunts. 



"I went on board the whaler 
a big straggling youth" he 

said, "I came off a 
powerful, well-grown man".



This adventure was 
incorporated into a story, 
Captain of the Pole-Star. 



Without much enthusiasm, Conan 
Doyle returned to his studies in 

the autumn of 1880. 



A year later, he obtained his 
"Bachelor of Medicine and 
Master of Surgery degree. 



He drew a humorous sketch of 
himself receiving his diploma, with 

the caption: "Licensed to Kill”. 



While at the University, Doyle became 
increasingly interested in Spiritualism, 
which he would later endorse through a 

series of written works.



Doyle's first paying job as a doctor took 
the form of a medical officer's position 

aboard the steamship Mayumba, 
travelling from Liverpool to Africa.



After his stint on the 
Mayumba, Doyle settled in 
Plymouth, England for a 

time. 



When his funds were nearly 
tapped out, he relocated to 
Portsmouth and opened his 

first practice. 



After that debacle, and on the 
verge of bankruptcy, Conan 

Doyle left for Portsmouth, to 
open his first practice. 



He spent the next few years 
struggling to balance his burgeoning 
medical career with his efforts to 

gain recognition as an author. 



Doyle would later give up medicine 
altogether, in order to devote all of his 
attention to his writing and his faith.



In August of 1885, he married a 
young woman called Louisa Hawkins, 
the sister of one of his patients. 

He described her in his memoirs as 
having been "gentle and amiable." 



The couple moved to Upper 
Wimpole Street and had two 

children, a daughter and a son.



In 1893, Louisa was 
diagnosed with 
tuberculosis. 



While Louisa was ailing, Doyle 
developed a platonic affection for a 
young woman named Jean Leckie.



Louisa ultimately died of 
tuberculosis in Doyle's 

arms, in 1906. 



The following year, Doyle would 
remarry to Jean Leckie, with whom he 
would have two sons and a daughter.



In 1886, newly married and still 
struggling to make it as an 

author, Doyle started writing the 
mystery novel A Tangled Skein.



It’s two main 
characters were called 

Sheridan Hope and 
Ormond Sacker. 



Two years later, the novel was renamed 
A Study in Scarlet and published in 

Beeton's Christmas Annual. 



A Study in Scarlet, which first 
introduced the wildly popular characters 

Detective Sherlock Holmes and his 
assistant, Watson, finally earned Doyle 

the recognition he had so desired.



It was the first of 60 stories 
that Doyle would pen about 

Sherlock Holmes over the course 
of his writing career.



Upon achieving success as a 
writer, Doyle decided to 
retire from medicine. 



Throughout this period, he 
additionally produced a handful 
of historical novels including 

one about the Napoleonic Era…



…called The Great Shadow in 
1892, and his most famous 

historical novel, Rodney 
Stone, in 1896. 



The prolific author also composed 
four of his most popular Sherlock 
Holmes books during the 1890s 

and early 1900s…



The Sign of Four (1890), The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes (1892), The Memoirs of Sherlock 

Holmes (1894) and The Hound of Baskervilles, 
published in 1901.



In 1893, to Doyle's readers' disdain, he 
had attempted to kill off his Sherlock 

Holmes character in order to focus more 
on writing about Spiritualism. 



In 1901, however, Doyle 
reintroduced Sherlock Holmes in The 

Hound of Baskervilles and later…



…brought him back to life in “The 
Adventure of the Empty House” so the 
lucrative character could earn Doyle 

the money to fund his missionary work. 



In 1928, Doyle's final twelve stories about 
Sherlock Holmes were published in a 
compilation entitled The Casebook of 

Sherlock Holmes.



Having recently been diagnosed with Angina 
Pectoris, Doyle stubbornly ignored his doctor's 
warnings, and in the fall of 1929, embarked on 

a tour through the Netherlands. 



He returned home with chest 
pains so severe that he needed to 

be carried on shore.



Rising one last time on July 7, 1930, 
Doyle collapsed and died in his garden 
while clutching his heart with one hand 

and holding a flower in the other.



His last words before departing for "the 
greatest and most glorious adventure of 
all," were addressed to his wife. He 

whispered, "You are wonderful." 



Yes, but we’ll be back 
with another topic 

soon…
So we have completed 

topic 300 in our series… 



Original Source Material for this topic:

1) Arthur Conan Doyle. http://www.arthurconandoyle.com/biography.html
2) https://www.biography.com/people/arthur-conan-doyle-9278600

http://www.arthurconandoyle.com/biography.html
https://www.biography.com/people/arthur-conan-doyle-9278600


Baker Street Elementary
“The Life and Times in Victorian London”

IS CREATED THROUGH THE INGENUITY & HARD WORK OF:

JOE FAY
LIESE SHERWOOD-FABRE

GEORGE P. LANDOW
RUSTY MASON & 

STEVE MASON

WE ARE EXTREMELY 
THANKFUL TO LIESE AND 
GEORGE FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
OF THIS PROJECT…


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66

