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Welcome to topic number 34… 
today we will be looking at how 

the seashore has been portrayed 
in Victorian literature.
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We Victorians love to be 
beside the seaside.  



We created it as a great 
escape from the factories and 

cities which we helped to 
build,  and in which many of us 
will toil for fifty- one weeks 

of the year.



We will take our new train- lines as 
close to the sea as we can,  and 

make the trips down to and along 
the bays by horse- buses.



We set up our bathing machines on the 
shore to preserve our modesty,  build piers 

out to sea to get a bit closer and have 
more space for their entertainments,  and 

develop a whole new industry…



Over the years,  a unique culture has 
grown up in these places,  with their 
brass- bands,  fairground attractions,  

music hall theatres,  holiday food 
treats,  nightly "illuminations" and so on.



From grand resorts like Bournemouth,  
Brighton and Blackpool,  to smaller ones 

like Whitley Bay,  Newquay and Swanage,  
every coast has something to offer.



It is all primarily for recuperation,  
leisure and recreation;  but,  being 
Victorians,  the seaside visitors —
especially authors — often have 
higher cultural purposes in mind.  



For some,  the 
seaside is a prime 

educational 
resource.



It can also be an 
inspiration for our 

creative work,  for its 
settings and its 

imagery…



Dickens loved the 
seaside,  but made use of 

it in a different way.  



He was staying in Yarmouth in 
1 848,  and the Norfolk coastal town 

became an important setting for 
David Copperfield… 



as if to derive further inspiration from 
the seaside,  he was staying at Fort 
House in Broadstairs,  on the Kent 
coast,  when he finished the novel.



In Chapter 3,  he paints a magical picture 
of David and Little Em'ly running free on 

the beach,  "picking up shells and pebbles, " 
putting starfish back into the water,  and 
exchanging a kiss "under the lee of the 

lobster- outhouse. "



This is a picture which 
reverberates through the 

whole narrative.  



Another Victorian author who 
makes regular trips to the 

seaside,  and who writes about 
childhood,  is Charles Dodgson,  

known as Lewis Carroll.  



As a child growing up in the village of Croft 
by the River Tees,  North Yorkshire,  he had 
been taken on family trips to Whitby,  the 
east coast resort with which Whitley Bay,  

further north,  was apt to be confused.  



Even Bram Stoker's Dracula
is primarily based on the 

seaside.



A substantial part of this is set in 
Whitby — the very same place that 
Dodgson had known as a child,  and 

one which Dickens and Tennyson 
have both visited as well.  



Sadly,  these same resorts 
will fall into disrepair 

after the Victorian period 
has passed.



…However,  some such as 
Brighton Beach,  will become 
vibrant and thriving into the 

20th century.



Yes,  but we’ll be back 
with another topic 

soon…So we have completed 
topic 34 in our series… 



Original Source Material for for this topic:

• Jacqueline Banerjee, http://www.victorianweb.org/vn/seaside.html

http://www.victorianweb.org/vn/seaside.html
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