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Welcome to topic # 016…  Today, 
Master Gregson and I will be 

discussing the canines that inhabited 
various tales of Sherlock Holmes.



From the evil hound of the Baskervilles to Toby’s 
exceptional nose in The Sign of Four, dogs have 

played a significant role in 17% of the stories in the 
canon, with only two serving as a villain’s accomplice.



For the most part, the 
canines appearing in these 
tales either directly or 

indirectly provided a clue.



Perhaps the most famous of these, Toby and 
Pompey, both assisted Sherlock in tracking 
down his prey with a superior sense of smell 

than even that of the great detective.



You know Master Lestrade, scientists 
estimate dogs can identify odors in 

parts per trillion—or 10,000 to 
100,000 times greater than humans.



Their anatomy creates a very 
powerful instrument involving 

passageways for the inhalation and 
exhalation of air…



…where human use one for both 
directions, with about twelve 

percent of it diverted specifically 
for olfaction.



This air passes through a bony structure 
called turbinates and is filtered into 

different odor molecules, which specific 
receptors are able to identify. 



In addition, dogs have an 
organ, Jacobson’s organ, 
dedicated to identifying 

animal pheromones.



The information from this organ is 
actually sent to another part of the 
brain and analyzed separately from 
that detected by the turbinates.



Most amazing is that despite all the data 
bombarding dogs, they are able to concentrate 
on the task at hand and ignore all other scents 

to stay on their quarry’s trail.



While Toby and Pompey provided 
exceptional service, they bucked 

a Victorian preference for 
pure-bred dogs.



Toby was half-
spaniel-half lurcher; 
Pompey a beagle and 

foxhound mix.



Victorian show organizers would not 
have been allowed either to be 

shown or participate in field trials 
because of their heritage.



During the nineteenth century, the British 
created an interest in showing pure-bred dogs as 
they did other livestock, and a shift occurred 

from a dog’s talent to his appearance.



The first dog show in the world occurred in 
1859 and featured five categories: 
sheepdogs, mastiffs, terriers, scent 

hounds, and companion hounds.



After a number of shows, some of 
which failed as financial ventures, a 

group of thirteen created the 
Kennel Club in 1873…



…to provide a governing body and a 
structure for assessing a dog’s 

quality and sanctioning exhibitions.



The Club developed a stud book, 
providing the pedigrees of all 

dogs competing at shows 
beginning with the one in 1859…



…and a “Code of Rules for the 
guidance of Dog Shows and Field 
Trials” that set the standards 
for all recognized show breeds.



Another outgrowth of the dog shows 
was the Canine Defense League—
later the Royal Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.



This group’s activities led to the creation 
of homes for dogs, a concern for strays, 

and the banning of certain “sports” 
involving dogs and other animals.



Unfortunately, the interest in 
pure-breds led at times to in-
breeding and the rise of genetic 

flaws among some animals.



As Toby and Pompey illustrated and 
Sherlock knew, a dog’s breeding can 
enhance some skills, but in the end, 

it is the result that counts.



… yes, but we’ll be 
back with another 

topic soon…

So we have completed 
topic # 016 in our 

series… 
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