
Baker Street Elementary
Presents

“The Life and Times in Victorian London”



Baker Street Elementary
The Life and Times in Victorian London

# 013 – Forty-Nine References to Tobacco – January, 2022



Copyright 2022, Sherw
ood-Fabre,  Fay, M

ason, M
ason

Welcome to topic # 013… today we 
will be looking at tobacco, one of 
the more common social vices of 

the Victorian times.



In The Sign of the Four, Doyle, you 
will share with Watson I have 
authored a number of technical 
monographs to assist in solving 

crimes. 



Among my treatises will be “Upon the 
Distinction between the Ashes of the Various 
Tobaccos,” in which I provide information on 

the ash from 140 different tobaccos.



In fact, Matthew Hilton, in 
the early 21st century, points 
out that of the sixty works in 
the canon, only eleven do not 

mention me smoking. 



While tobacco appears as one of the tools of 
your trade, it also clearly characterizes you as 
representative of a growing cultural trend among 
the middle and lower-middle classes of your day. 



Prior to the 1800s, both British men 
and women commonly used tobacco in 
the form of snuff, a mixture of the 
powdered leaf and spices sniffed 

through the nose to cause sneezing. 



Polite Victorian society, 
however, has banned 

smoking tobacco, even as 
it grew in popularity. 



Despite Queen Victoria’s attitude toward 
the habit, the upper classes introduced 
cigar smoking, and the practice trickled 

down to the lower classes.



Royal disdain limited smoking to 
men and only in certain venues. 

Clubs and large homes designated 
a “smoking room.”



Where such a space did not 
exist, the man of the house 

would smoke outside in the dark 
after servants had gone to bed.



No one was supposed to 
see him, and he also 

took great pains not to 
smell of smoke.



Smoking jackets and 
special caps kept the odor 

from penetrating his 
clothes or hair.



Pipe smoking also increased in 
use during the Victorian era, 
with some credit given to the 
introduction of the briar pipe.



In the 1850s and earlier, pipes 
were often made of clay or, for 
higher end smokers, meerschaum, 
made from the mineral sepiolite.



The descriptive briar had nothing 
to do with the wild rose plant, 
but originated from the French 

word for heath, bruyere.



Pipe makers began to use the root of 
the white heath, found in France, in 

the early 1800s, but did not 
introduce it in Britain until the 1850s.



The cigarette did not gain popularity in 
Britain until the end of the century 
when manufacturing processes were 
able to offer a consistent product.



The “roll your own” preference 
of U.S. smokers never 

reached across the ocean



When the Wills tobacco firm 
offered their “Woodbine” 
brand at five for a penny, 

sales took off.



Women were also targeted 
beginning the 1900s, and 
sales increased even more.



Tobacco and all the accoutrements 
for smoking them—be it with a pipe, 
as a cigar, or the cigarette—were all 

sold through tobacconist shops.



Tobacco would arrive in blocks, which 
the tobacconist would then shred, or 
cut and blend into different varieties 

and keep in air-tight containers.



A review of one weekly tobacco journal included a 
list of more than 112 brands for the 12 products 
(loose tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes) offered by 
just one of the wholesalers supplying such shops.



Given the number of brands and 
variety of tobacco and blends 
available through the various 

manufacturers…



…my research based on 
only 140 of them appears 
to have merely scratched 

the surface.



Researching all the types 
offered would seem to be more 
than a “three pipe problem” for 

the great detective.



Yes, but we’ll be 
back with another 

topic soon…
So we have completed 
topic 13 in our series… 
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