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Welcome to topic # 003… today we will 
be looking at my career, being a doctor 

during Victorian times.



In A Study in Scarlet, I narrate that my medical 
education included a Doctor of Medicine from the 

University of London and additional studies in surgery 
with the British Army before shipping off to India.



Just as my country squire ancestry 
places me among the gentry, your 
profession and title indicate your 
standing as a Victorian gentleman.



During this period, physicians could have their 
wives presented at court, but a surgeon without 

a medical degree would not have even been 
invited to dine with the Victorian upper classes.



That I completed studies in both medical 
practices illustrates how the distinction 
between the two diminished toward the 

latter part of the 1800s.



Regardless, it is the “doctor” that puts 
me in the same class as you.



Social class also determined whom Victorians 
would consult in the event of illness. The 

poorest would visit an apothecary.



In addition to dispensing drugs, often homeopathic 
in nature, the precursor of the modern-day 

pharmacist also provided medical advice, although 
they were only allowed to charge for their drugs.



For broken bones, illnesses that required 
bleeding, or even tooth extractions, 

surgeons would be called in.



Because these men had to touch their 
patients, they were considered manual 
laborers and carried the title of “Mr.”



When I refer to “Dr. James Mortimer” in The 
Hound of the Baskervilles, the man corrects 

me, noting he is a “Mister—a humble M.R.C.S.”



The initials refer to his 
being a member of the 

Royal College of Surgeons, 
created in 1800.



Until the middle of the nineteenth 
century, a man with the title “doctor” was 
more likely a clergyman with a Doctor of 

Divinity degree than a physician…



… but with medical practitioners’ 
professionalization and certification, the 
title shifted to those who had completed 

a Bachelor of Medicine, or “M.B.”



Cambridge, Oxford, the University of 
Edinburgh, where Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle attended, and the University of 
London offered such studies.



As gentlemen, they rarely touched their 
patients (primarily from the upper 
class) beyond checking their pulse.



Their practice consisted primarily of listening 
to a person’s complaints and then writing a 
prescription to be filled by the apothecary.



By the late 1800s, as anesthesia became 
common practice and disease was linked to the 
spread of germs, both physicians and surgeons 
required more rigorous and practical training.



The Royal College of Physicians and the 
Royal College of Surgeons began holding 

joint exams in the 1880s…



…creating the qualification “M.R.C.S. L.R.C.P.” 
(Member of the Royal College of Surgeons and 

Licentiate by the Royal College of Physicians) and 
carried the distinction of “general practitioner.”



Though I was schooled in both medicine 
and surgery, I missed this new 
designation by only a few years.



Regardless, as a physician with a university degree, 
I represent your social equal, but as a surgeon, I 
am not above rolling up my sleeves to examine a 

patient or collect evidence for a case.



This dual training makes me the 
perfect partner for you as a 

colleague and friend.



Yes, but we’ll be 
back with another 

topic soon…So we have completed 
topic # 003 in our 

series… 
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