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The Odd Couple

“someone to share the rooms and the expenses” [STUD]
Here's an interesting thought experiment.
We know that financial straits conspired to
bring Sherlock Holmes and John H. Watson
together to share a suite of rooms in Baker
Street.
Watson recognized that he was outspending
his military pension in the opening scenes of
A Study in Scarlet:
“There I stayed for some time at a
private hotel in the Strand, leading a
comfortless, meaningless existence,
and spending such money as I had,
considerably more freely than I ought.
So, alarming did the state of my
finances become, that I soon realized
that I must either leave the metropolis
and rusticate somewhere in the
country, or that I must make a
complete alteration in my style of

living. Choosing the latter alternative,
I began by making up my mind to leave
the hotel, and to take up my quarters
in some less pretentious and less
expensive domicile.”
And upon bumping into his old colleague
Stamford, uttered these immortal words:
“Looking for lodgings,” I answered.
“Trying to solve the problem as to
whether it is possible to get
comfortable rooms at a reasonable
price.”
It seems that it was not a unique sentiment,
however. Stamford conveyed the phrase
“[Y]ou are the second man to-day that
has used that expression to me.”

The Odd Couple

“someone to share the rooms and the expenses” [STUD]

The first, of course, was Sherlock Holmes.
But it leads us to wonder: would Watson
have lived with Holmes—or put up with him,
rather—had the two not been tied together
by way of economic necessity?
When Stamford introduced the two, Holmes
only outlined three “shortcomings” to
Watson: smoking, chemical experiments, and
stretches of taciturn behavior.
And violin-playing, if that can be considered
a shortcoming. That's not much to object to.
Over time, Watson would discover that
Holmes had a drug habit, stayed up all

hours, associated with dangerous criminals,
was the victim of assaults, arson, and
attempted murder, and had an outsized ego.
Had Holmes been more forthright with
Watson about his “shortcomings,” perhaps
even Watson's tight finances wouldn't have
caused him to agree to a cohabitation
agreement.
We have a difficult time seeing these two
becoming fast friends outside of that initial
incentive.
And Baker Street Elementary is where the
boys dream of a brighter future...
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HAVE YOU TWO CONSIDERED WHO YOU
WILL LIVE WITH WHEN YOU GET OLDER ?

THE FIRST ADVENTURES OF HOLMES AND
WATSON
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I ASSUME MY
WIFE (OR WIVES)…

AS MY CHRONICLER, DO
YOU NOT THINK WE
SHOULD SHARE ROOMS ?

OF COURSE YOU WOULD HAVE
TO PUT UP WITH MY CHEMICAL
EXPERIMENTS AND MY SULKY
PERIODS.

PROBABLY 90 % OF ADULTS
SMOKE, SO I DOUBT THE
TOBACCO WILL BOTHER ME… WILL
YOUR VIOLIN PLAYING IMPROVE
BY THEN ?

NO PROMISES… I ASSUME YOU
WILL HAVE MORE CONSISTENT
HOURS, GETTING UP ON TIME…
AND NO DOGS ALLOWED…

I DO LIKE TO HAVE THINGS IN
ORDER, SO I CANNOT TOLERATE A
MESSY ROOM…

YOU TWO WON’T LAST
A WEEK TOGETHER…

