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THE BEESPECTACLED BAND
“He peered at me with great curiosity” [FINA]
For a set of stories that was written by a
physician who himself was a failed
ophthalmologist, it's comforting to see his
former profession creep into the Canon.
One entry in the Sherlock Holmes stories, "The
Golden Pince-Nez," even scores a title that was
directly associated with Conan Doyle's former
field of study.
But what about other appearances of corrective
lenses in the works?
Here's a quick accounting of some of those who
required glasses:
• Mr. Sherman, the animal proprietor, had
"stooping shoulders, a stringy neck, and blue-
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tinted glasses." [SIGN]
Mary Sutherland wore pince-nez and her
stepfather, James Windibank“ wore tinted
glasses against the glare." [IDEN]
John Openshaw entered 221B Baker Street,
saying ""I owe you an apology," he said, raising
his golden pince-nez to his eyes." [FIVE]
A more grandiose entrance came from Lord
Robert St. Simon, who "advanced slowly into
the room, turning his head from left to right,
and swinging in his right hand the cord which
held his golden eyeglasses." [NOBL]
Jephro Rucastle "sat at [Miss Stoper's]
elbow with a pair of glasses on his nose,
looking very earnestly at the ladies who
entered." [COPP]
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• Wilson Kemp "was a little gentleman, with
glasses, thin in the face, but very pleasant in
his ways, for he was laughing all the time that
he was talking." [GREE]
One of the other famous pairs of glasses in the
Canon was worn by Charles Augustus
• Milverton, whose "grey eyes, which gleamed
brightly from behind broad, golden-rimmed
glasses." [CHAS]
• Dr. Mortimer had "a long nose like a beak,
which jutted out between two keen, gray
eyes, set closely together and sparkling
brightly from behind a pair of gold-rimmed
glasses." [HOUN]
• John McMurdo's "gray eyes gleamed with
sudden and dangerous anger from behind his
glasses." [VALL]
• "Our client [Nathan Garrideb] shone with

pleasure and his eyes gleamed from behind
his big glasses." [3GAR]
• Professor Presbury"appeared at the front
window, and we were aware of a pair of keen
eyes from under shaggy brows which
surveyed us through large horn glasses."
[CREE]
We're grateful Conan Doyle wasn't so
completely turned off by the study of the ocular
that he gave up thinking about such things
entirely.
One of the reasons the Canon worked well at the
time and remains popular today is its reality.
Look around: we're surrounded by people who
wear glasses.
Meanwhile, Baker Street Elementary brings this
into focus for us...
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… MEANWHILE,
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BURT, HAVE YOU
WORN GLASSES ALL
OF YOUR LIFE ?

AS FAR BACK AS I
CAN REMEMBER.

MY EARLIEST MEMORY IS MY DAD TAKING
ME TO GET THE GLASSES…
LIFE BEFORE THAT IS A BLUR.

MY PARENTS HAVE TRIED TO
CONVINCE ME THEY MAKE ME LOOK
SMARTER… NOT NECESSARILY THE
LOOK I AM GOING FOR IN SCHOOL.

HEY SCOTT, GIVE THOSE BACK !!
DO I LOOK ANY MORE
INTELLIGENT ? OR SEXIER ?
GOOD GRIEF… HOW DO YOU
SEE ANYTHING WITH THESE
ON ?

CRASH

IT’S AMAZING
HOW OFTEN THIS
HAPPENS.

